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Locals in Various Districts Have Already
Doubled or Trebled Membership of 1923
Development of Co-operative Marketing, and the Attacks of
U. F. A. Forces
Doubling and trebling, and in
one case multiplying by seventeen times the membership of
1923, U. F. A. Locals in many
parts of the Province announce

Political

Parties,

During the past few weeks "The U. F. A." has printed a considerable number of letters and articles showing
the expansion in membership which is now being recorded in many districts. The volume of correspondence from
Locals dealing with the progress of the drives is Increas-

in letters received by the editor
of "The U. F. A." a mobilization of the farmers' forces for

ing.

DRIVES DUE TO

Kathryn-Keoma Local has increased its membership
from four to seventy In less than forty-eight hours.
Queenstown Local has multiplied Its former membership
by seven. Various Locals report that they are already
up to last year's numerical strength, while a considerable
number have from two to three times as many members
as they had in 1923. In many districts, however, the drive

LOCAL INITIATIVE

for

1924 which is in many respects
the most remarkable in the history of the Association.

membership

is

only Just beginning.

Previous drives have been held
in times of political excitement.
Since then the movement has gained in knowledge and in
experience, and in the realization of the nature of the forces
to be overcome, and the means by which, through hard, unremitting effort, they may and will be overcome. The drive
now proceeding is being carried on, as the correspondence
received by "The U. F. A." very clearly indicates, by farmers
and farm women who are convinced, more fully today than
they have ever been in the past, that the economic and social
transformation upon which they have set their minds and
hearts cannot be achieved in "a day, a week or a year"; that
economic, social and political action, as means of effecting
this transformation, are inseparable; and that, given all the
support and assistance which can be given by their own
representatives in Parliament and the Legislature, the hope
of emancipation lies largely in their own hands ^in Local
organization and action based upon the enlightened discussion of economic and political issues.
The steps which have been taken, and are being taken, towards the development of co-operative marketing organizations for the handling of the various products of the farm,
and the attacks made upon the U. F. A. by the political parties, are cited by many correspondents as among the most
important reasons for the revival which is now almost everywhere, in greater or in lesser degree, being manifest. The
initiative of Local officers and meipbers is mainly responsible for the drives now being carried on.

—

KATHRYN-KEOMA'S
RECORD DRIVE
Re-organizing at a special meeting called for the purpose,
the Kathryn-Keoma Local established what is probably a
record in rapid re-enlistment of old members and enlistment
of new, by multiplying the membership seventeen times
from 4 to 70 in less than 48 hours, enrolling within this
brief period 95 per cent, of the farmers living within a radius
of ten miles. A full account of this remarkable achievement
is given in this issue.
Gibbons Local, though they have not
completed their drive, have already three times as many
paid-up members as in 1922 or 1923, -^d h"^& to become 100
per cent, organized in +^^-f--piiices vre. They believe that

—

'

^voidable

dela.;?!

Among Causes

of Rally of

the results which they have been
able to obtain show plainly
"that the U. F. A. movement is
far from being defunct." Creighton Local have appointed canvassers to cover their entire
district, and expect at least to
double their membership. The
membership
of
Queenstown
Local has now been raised from
13 to 90, with further increases
expected; they already have a
paid-up membership seven times
as great as it was three months
ago.

EFFECT OF
PARTY ATTACKS
Few correspondents in writing "The U. F. A." fail to pay
a high tribute to the value of the political party attacks as
organizing forces for the U. F. A., pointing out that these
attacks on the U. F. A. movement have aroused the farmers
to renewed activity. In some cases members have commented
on the circumstance that during the debate on the address in
the Alberta Legislature, the headlines on the front page of
the Morning Albertan, which is controlled by one of the Independent members for Calgary, played up in large type
every attack upon the U. F. A. Government, in .editorial
style, wliile the effective speech in which Dr. Stewart opposed the amendment and expressed his intention to support
the Government was not indicated in the heading, the speech
itself being buried beneath much irrelevant detail.

"GREAT AWAKENING AMONG
QUEENSTOWN FARMERS"
In the drive of Queenstown Local concluded recently, the
Local's membership, brought up from 13 to 56 at meetings

addressed by E. J. Garland and Wm. Irvine, was increased by
the efforts of V. Bertrand and Wm. Mallett, captains of the
drive teams, to 90.
Promises to join have been made by a
dozen more, and, although the date set for the end of the
drive has passed, members of both teams declare that they
will not consider their work finished until every farmer in
the entire district is a member of the Local.
The oyster supper and dance given at the close of the contest was the most largely attended gathering held in the
Milo Hall for a number of years. More than 300 persons
were served by the supper committee, who had provided 12
gallons of oysters and other edibles on a similar scale.
The Queenstown Local now meets twice a month in the
Co-operaitive Hall at Milo, and after each meeting there is a
whist drive and limch is served by the ladies. Recent meetings have had splendid attendances, and according to our
correspondent, John Glambeck, "it looks as though there is a
great awakening among the farmers here."
(Continued on pagf 9).

THE

Page Two

U. F. A.

February 26th, 1924

Will Organize The Sale of Alberta Farm
Products on the Co-operative
Marketing Plan
"The Alberta Co-operative Producers, Ltd.," Will Incorporate as Overhead Organization as Soon
as New Co-operative Marketing Bill Becomes Law.
U.F.A. Marketing Committee Confers
With Provincial Government on Details of Project
By
The

S. S.

association, it was thought that in the best interests
of all producers incorporation should be delayed until
after the enactment of this measure. The committee felt that it was necessary to be absolutely sure
that the organization should be started on the right
basis in order to ensure pemianent success.

by the Annual Convention for the
creation of an overhead organization to organize the marketing of Alberta farm products on a co-operative basis, Is
plan endorsed

now being carried out. S. S. Sears, chairman of the U. F.
A. iVIarketing Committee, describes In this issue the steps
already taken tovi/ards the creation of this organization.
Editor.

The Marketing Committee of the U.F.A. Central
Board met the Marketing Committee of the Provincial Government in Edmonton recently, when the
whole field of co-operative marketing was very
thoroughly discussed. It was decided to carry out
the plan endorsed by the Annual Convention by incorporating, just as soon as possible, one overhead
organization under the suggested name of "The Alberta Co-operative Producers, Limited." It will be
the duty of this association, as soon as formed, to
put into operation the machinery to organize the
different commodities on the contract basis.
As it is the intention of the Government to bring
down a new Co-operative Marketing Bill at this
session of the Legislature, and as there is a good
deal involved in the incorporation of the proposed

Bow

SEARS

Immediately after the session, steps will be taken
to complete the incoi-poration, and while it will not
be possible to handle the early spring eggs, as was
at first anticipated, an earnest endeavor will be made
to be in operation later in the year.

The committee will endeavor to co-operate with
and co-ordinate the other associations now fonned
or in process of organization in the Province, for the
handling of such commodities as cattle, hogs, poultry, eggs, hay, potatoes, etc.
Details of the plan will of course be published
It is a big undertaking, and success
at a later date.
will depend, not upon how quickly we build, but how
For that reason it is hoped that the memsolidly.
bership will continue the study of co-operative marketing, because in that way agriculture can be made
more profitable to the producer.

River Aims to Regain Leading

Position in

Membership

this

Year

Director for Constituency Urges All Locals to Continue Drives "on Basis of Self
Help" Divisional Directors' Responsibility

—

An appeal to all officers and members
of the U. F. A. in the constituency of
Bow River, to strain every nerve during
the next few weeks in order to bring the
membership in this constituency to their
former leading position, is made by J.
K. Sutherland, U. F. A. Director for Bow
River, in a letter which has been adthe territory
dressed to all Locals in
under his jurisdiction.
Drives for membership have been in
progress in many parts of Bow River for
some time past. During the period remaining before seeding a special effort
will be made to complete the work that
has been begun.
Mr. Sutherland's letter is in the following terms:
"Feibruary,

1924.

"Hanna, Alberta.
"To the Officers and Members of the
Locals

in

Bow

River Constituency:

"As your new Director I am taking this
opportunity of becoming acquainted for
the first time with you all, and in doing
so I intend to lay before you as briefly
as I possibly can, our plans for organi7-ation work in this constituency for the

coming year.
"As you are no doubt aware Central

Office has little or no funds available
for organization work at the present
time and it has been very strongly
represented at all our get-together meetlast three
ings and dinners, for the
years, that the duties of the Director
should be to supervise the work of the
whole, rather than to endeavor personally to visit each Local.
Communicate With Director
"I am therefore making each Divisional Director in the Bow River Constituency responsible for the organization in his or her respective division.
The Divisional Directors will, of course,
have the aid and co-operation of all the
other officials of the Association. I trust
that you will get into communication
with the Director of your Division at
your earliest convenience and give him
every assistance in the work. By this
metliod I think no undue burden will be

on anyone. There is much work to
be done, meetings to be arranged, halls
and schoolrooms to be secured, speakers
transported from one meeting to another.
willing
Ouj- M.L.A.'s are very
to cooperate in every way possible. As soon
as the present session of the Legislala^e
is over it might be a good suggestion to
laid

have them work in other constituencies
than their own. Mr. Garland will make
a tour of Bow River Constituency probably in the first part of July, commencing in the southern end. It is none too
early for Locals in that part to communicate with their Directors, also with
Mr. H. W. Leonard, Tudor, secretary of
the Bow River Association, arranging
for a series of meetings, picnics, etc.
"The Wheat Pool Trustees are also
v.alling to help and are in a position to
give the Locals valuable information.
Aim for Leading Position
"Now I am going to make one final
appeal to all the Locals in this Constituency on the basis of self-help. I sincerely believe that a Local which will
help itself is in the soundest position by
Let us strain every nerve and make
far.
every endeavor to bring our membership
in Bow River up to its former leading

Keep up the
position in this Province.
dfSve by all means.
If your Local has
not yet made
some special effort to
'bring the farmers into the Locals you
should lose no time in doing so before
seeding.
House to house canvasses and
membership contests have been very successful with most Locals; so stay with
the game until you have the very highest
possible percentage of membership. Let
us stay with it until we can say in
reality that we
are
all
The United
Farmers of Alberta.
"Yours fraternally,

^
^I^J^A.

"J. K.

Director.

SUTHERLAND,

Bow

River Constit-

t
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3

many new members to "The U. F. A." mailing list. The
plates have now arrived, and the names are being added as
rapidly as possible.
Members who have not received every
issue of the current year may obtain the numbers they desire,
on application to "The U. F. A." office.
*
*

Local Option Clauses Are Retained in New Liquor Bili
United Farm Women in Annual Convention
Value Agricultural Products of Alberta in 1923
News of the Organization
Central Board of 1924 Holds First Session
Many New Locals Organized in Alberta
Red Deer Delegates Hold Dinner
Wheat Crop of 1923 Largest on Record

4

THE ATTACK ON THE SPEAKER

8
8

The unmerited attack of certain members of the Liberal
party upon the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly, with
reference to the petition offered at the opening of the sittingdaily, and the attempt of a considerable portion of the party
press of Alberta, and more particularly of certain papers
published in other parts of Canada, to exploit this attack,
reflect serious discredit upon those who were responsible for
a rather shabby political manoeuvre.
O. L. McPherson, the Speaker of the Assembly, by whom
the daily petition is offered, has frequently abbreviated the
petition, which is of somewhat unusual length. The Speaker
is regularly in the Assembly; any member who might wish
to consult him in regard to this matter was at liberty to do
so, and an expression of the member's views would no doubt
have been welcomed. This course, however, was not followed. Without giving any prior intimation of his intention,
J. C. Bowen, one of the members for Edmonton, rose on a
point of privilege, and presented a carefully prepared written
statement, the purport of which was to cast reflections upon
the .Speaker. Mr. Bowen's statement was highly offensive and
provocative, and Mr. McPherson is to be congratulated on
the dignity which he displayed in dealing with the attack.
It happens that in Alberta the form of petition used is
lengthier than those in use in other Provinces. In the Manitoba and Saskatchewan Legislatures no petition is offered.
A few minutes' consultation with the Speaker would have
satisfied any member that his abbreviation of the petition
afforded no legitimate ground for suspicion, but this would
have deprived Mr. Bowen and the leader of the Liberal party
of an opportunity to exploit the idea of patriotism for party
purposes. Mr. McPherson is a native of the United States,
and the attack made upon him has been used not only for the
purpose of seeking to injure him, but also as the basis of an
attack upon a large body of citizens of American birth whose
devotion to the country of their adoption, and service to it,
cannot be questioned. It has been so used in many Canadian
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Locals Have Aready Doubled or Trebled Membership
Will Organize Co-operative Sale Alberta Farm Products

Bow River Aims to Regain Leading

Position

—
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EDITORIAL
The new Liquor Bill has been accepted by people of all
and of all political affiliations as a sincere attempt to

classes

carry into law the wishes of the people, as expressed in the
recent plebiscite. The bill is the result of very careful study
and investigation, and is being revised in a non-partisan
spirit in the Legislature.
The Great War Veterans, at their
recent convention, pledged themselves to use every effort to
assist the authorities in the enforcement of the new law, and
in making it a success.
That is an example which should be
followed by every citizen of Alberta.
*

*

*

One reason why

liquor advertising should be permitted,
according to C. R. Mitchell, is that it is unlikely to increase
the consumption of liquor.
wonder whether this argument will be used, in canvassing for new business, by the
advertising solicitors of the Medicine Hat News.

We

*

*

*

APPOINTMENTS TO THE BENCH
For some time past it has been accepted as a possibility
J. R. Boyle might be appointed to fill the first vacancy

that
that

may

occur on the Alberta bench.

Governments

in power have almost invarialbly appointed
lawyers of similar political affiliations to their own, but as
a rule due regard is paid to the qualifications of those to be
elevated to positions of dignity and responsibility. In Alberta
there are without question Liberal lawyers in consideraJble
numbers who are well qualified for elevation. It is to be
hoped that the Dominion Government may be brought to
realize, before it is too late, how deep a humiliation might be
inflicted upon the people of this Province should a mistake
be made.
We are satisfied that no member of the Liberal party,
and certainly no member of the general public, would seriously claim that Mr. Boyle possesses all the qualifications
which the country has a right to demand from those who are
appointed to administer justice in Canada. Individual citizens
of Alberta, and the daily press, might do much to bring to
the notice of the Federal authorities the undesirability of any
such appointment being made. The Morning Albertan, which
is controlled by the Independent member for Calgary, could
perform a valuable public service by lending the weight of
its influence to the popular demand that even though a career
as an active politician may continue to be given prior place
by the authorities, as a reason for preferment, there shall be
no cynical disregard of public opinion and of the dignity of

the bench.

*
*
*
regret that during the past, few weeks, owing to nonarrival of addressograph plates which have been on order,
there has been unjavoidable delay in adding the names of

We

/

\

s);

papers.
If Mr. Bowen's intention had been free from the taint of
party spirit, he would not have ventured upon this attack
without first consulting Mr. McPherson, in which case he
would have satisfied himself that there was no justification
for the attack. It is a cause for surprise that the attack upon
the presiding officer of the Assembly, and attempt to bring
the King's name into the region of political controversy,
should have been made by this particular member of the
Assembly.
*
*
*
On the day when Dr. Stewart, Independent Conservative,
and the sole representative of his pai'ty in the Alberta Legislature, made a very effective attack upon the Liberal amendment to the address, and announced his intention to vote with
the Government, a Canadian Press dispatch was issued from
Edmonton for publication in all Canadian daily newspapers.
The despatch was half a column in length, and it contained a
discussion of various matters of detail wihich had been before
the Assembly. It made no reference, however, to Dr. Stewart's statement of his position.
The Conservative member's
speech was of considerable news interest. Its omission is
difficult to explain upon any ground, except the correspondent's desire toi .suppress an item of news which was favorable
to the Government.
(Continued on page 14)
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New

Local Option Clauses Are Retained in
Liquor Bill

Licenses Will Be Granted to Clubs Under Strict Regulation—No Permits Necessary for Sale of Beer by Glass
on Licensed Premises
Staff Correspondence

Summary Powers

of

Liquor Commission
Believed Essential
Must Be Authorized

New

Liquor Act

to Cancel Permits if
Is to Be Adminis-

tered Efficiently

MONDAY'S SITTING
EDMONTON, Fek

18.— Granting of
to the Liquor Commission to issue or cancel permits without
furnishing reason or otherwise, is absolutely necessary to the efficient control
public, in the
the
in the interests of
- opinion
of
J. E. Brownlee, AttorneyGeneral, as expressed during the discussion of the new Liquor Bill in Committee
of the Whole today. This announcement
was made in answer to certain criticisms
by W. M. Davidson of Calgary, and C.
W. Cross, Edmonton. Mr. Brownlee said
that in Quebec, whose system was presumed to be one of the best, the Commissioner had power to go even further,
and to cancel licenses of all lands, while
the decisions of the Commission in that
Province could not be set aside by court
proceedings such as mandamus or injunction.
Public opinion, in the Attorney-General's opinion, would be one of
the surest safeguards against the abuse
the
Commission or its
of power by
agents in Alberta.
Owing to the unavoidable absence of
the Speaker (0. L. McPherson), to fulfill
another engagement which had been entered into some time previously. Premier
Greenfield asked that discussion of the
motion of Mr. Bowen, with reference to
the petition offered at the opening of
each sitting of the Assembly, be postponed for a day. Mr. Boyle objected that
as the Speaker by virtue of his office
was excluded from participation in the
debate, there was no necessity for his
presence.
When the Premier asked
postponement as a matter of courtesy to
the Speaker, this was granted.

summary powers

POWERS OF COMMISSION
CENTRE OF INTEREST
Eighteen clauses of the Liquor Bill
were dealt with during the sitting, over
A-hich Nelson
S.
Smith presided as
chairman. Clauses of a contentious
nature were allowed to stand for later
discussion.
Sections dealing with
the
powers of the Commissioner formed the
chief centres of interest, and some objection was taken to sub-sections C and
D of Section 9, which give the Commission power to decide within which municipalities liquor stores may be established, and where these stores shall be
situated.
C. W. Cross, Liberal (Edmonton), believed that matters of this character
could be dealt with more intelligently by

the Legislature than by the Commission.
Householders and business men, he

Practically the whole of the time of
the Legislative Assembly during the
past week was occupied In the discussion in Committee of the Whole,
of the clauses of the new Liquor Bill.
The bill consists of 154 sections, and
on Friday evening every section had
been under discussion. A considerable
number are to be re-drafted. The bill
as amended will be reprinted, and
brought before the Assembly again In
all probability this week.

thought, should have the privilege of
saying whether such stores should be
placed in any particular neighborhood.
Mr. Da-\ddson expressed the opinion that
the size of towns in which stores might
be established, and other matters of
policy, should be determined by the Asexact
position
of these
sembly, the
stores being left to the Commissioner.
It was at this point that Mr. BrowTilee,
describing the experience of other Provinces, indicated that the granting of full
powers to the Commissioner was considered by these Provinces necessary to the
successful operation of any system
of
Government control. It was, said the
Attorney-General, almost impossible to
define the duties of the Commissioner
with precision, as these duties were almost entirely regulative and administrative.

The Lieutenant-Goyemor-in-Coun-

or in other words, the Cabinet, would
pass upon these regulations, however.
Appeals for distributing privileges at

cil,

Medicine Hat and Lethbridge were made
by W. G. Johnston, Labor (Medicine Hat)
and Dr. J. S. Stewart, Independent Conservative (Lethbridge).
C. R. Mitchell,
of Medicine Hat, supported the proposals
of these members.
,

Abbreviation of the
Ceremonial Implied

no

Slight to

King

Speaker Deals Very Fully With Matter
Raised in Assembly

TUESDAY'S SITTING
EDMONTON,

day, a considerable number of non-contentious clauses being passed with little

comment.

SPEAKER AND
THE DAILY PETITION
At the opening of the sitting a statement was read by O. L. McPherson, with
reference to the daily ceremonial. It is
understood that the length of the daily
petition presented in the Alberta Assembly is considerably longer than that in
use in other Provinces, and that the
prayer in some Legislatures is offered
only on the first day of each session.
Mr. Speaker's statement was as follows:
To clear up any misunderstanding of my
actions as Speaker of this House with regard to the prayer, I feel that In justice to
the honor of the House Itself, I should be
privileged to make a brief statement:
The considered Interpretation, which as
Speaker, I placed upon the matter of prayer
as set forth In The Rules and Forms of
Procedure, was, that the form of prayer as
therein set forth, consisting of four separate
petitions, was not to
be taken as exact
to be offered, or that
the prayers should be offered in their entirety.
In at times omitting the second
petition I had not considered that there was
any slight, either veiled or actual, to His
Majesty the King.
Having in mind the broad and common
conception of His Majesty the King as the
head of the Empire, I felt that in the patriotic spirit breathed in many of the references
in the third petition for the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Ireland and His Majesty's other Dominions, and to quote from
the petition "more particularly for the Lieutenant-Governor" (who is His Majesty's representative in this Province) ample rever-

wording of the prayer

ence was expressed and due prayer was
for our King and country.
Although strongly of the opinion that the
question at issue does not in any sense suggest a constitutional problem, nevertheless
having In mind the dignity of this Assembly,
the honor of its Individual members, and the
welfare of the Province, I am of the opinion
that controversy over a point such as this
should never be allowed to cast a shadow
of suspicion on this House, or by any chance
disrupt the good relations now existing
among our people. And I am further of the
opinion that whatever the decision of this
House on the motion now standing on the
order paper may be,
no action of the
Speaker should be such as to raise th«

made

question.
o. L.

the glass in licensed premises without
the production of a permit by the purchaser, will be permitted under the new
Liquor Act, according to the decision of
the Legislative Assembly this afternoon.
It is expected that all other sales of
beer, in bulk, will be subject to permit,
in the same way as the sale
of hard
liquors.

The Assembly also voted down, by a
large majority, a motion to strike out
from the Bill the clauses which provide
for the sale of beer in clubs.
Fifteen
members of the Legislature, including
Mrs. McClung and Dr. Stewart, voted for
the proposed amendment.
The discussion of these two subjects
formed the principal business of the

Mcpherson.
Speaker.

Feb. 19.— Sale of beer by

In view of the above statement Mr.
Bowen asked that his motion be allowed
to stand over.

McKEEN WOULD ELIMINATE
PERMITS FOR BEER
Total elimination of the permit system, in respect to sales of beer, was proposed in a motion by M. C. McKeen,
U. F. A. (Lac Ste. Anne) who frankly
declared that in his opinion the consumption of beer would prove "a safety valve
aarainst the consumption of hard liquor."
Gordon Forster, U. F. A. (Hand Hills),
moved in amendment that permits should
be required for beer sold in bulk. It was
necessary, he said, to maintain a check

on

^ales, if

Government control were

to

THE
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In the opinion of C. W.
be effective.
Cross, Liberal (Edmonton), to require
men working in coal mines or other
similar places to carry permits on their
person, and produce these on eveiy occasion v^^hen they wished to buy a glass of
law breaking,
encourage
beer would
while R. C. Marshall, Liberal (Calgary),
amendment,
Forster's
supporting Mr.
said that he believed the cause of temperance would be promoted by making
beer easier to obtain than hard liquor.
If two men entered a place in which
beer was sold, one being in possession
of a permit, and the other without one,
the law would undoubtedly be broken in
many instances, and contempt for law
would be fostered.
The elimination of all restrictions on
the sales of beer, by the abolition of the
permit system, was advocated by Stanley Tobin.
"I believe," he said, "that
it should be possible to telephone to a
grocery for half a dozen bottles of beer,
just as one does now for tea or sugar."
"If beer is to be retailed, by the glass,
it will be impossible to enforce the permit system, unless the permit is tattooed
on a man's person," declared P. Enzenauer, U. F. A. (Alexandra), who believed
that permits should be confined to bulk
sales.

AMENDMENT ACCEPTABLE
TO GOVERNMENT
Mr. Brownlee announced that the Government were fully prepared to accept
an amendment providing for the sale of
beer without permit in licensed premises, as the
Commission would have
control over such premises, and it was
not desired that anything should be included in the new act which might prove
unworkable, and might undermine the
principle of Government control which
the

people

desired

to

see

established.

But when people bought beer for home
consumption, there could be no objection
to the use of permits. By this means a
check might be kept more effectively
upon sales made by the breweries.
With this opinion W. M. Davidson, Independent, did not agree. He thought it
would be just as easy to regulate bulk
without the use of permits, as
with them. Messrs. Mills and Dechene
believed that the purchase of beer by
the glass should be made as easy as
possible, while J. C. Bowen, Liberal (Edmonton), supporting Mr. McKeen's motion, took a similar view.
Mr. Carson
believed that the permit system should
be maintained both for bulk sales, and
sales

for sales by the glass.
George MacLachlan, U. F. A. (Pembina), supported
Mr. Forster's amendment.

WHY BEER

WILL BE
SOLD FROM BREWERIES

"If we are going to say to the breweries that they can sell v/ithout restriction, the outcome will be that everyone
will
be
selling beer,"
declared
Mr.
Bro\vnlee.
"In Manitoba beer is
sold
under permit to citizens for consumption
in their own homes, and, I am told, this
system is working very smoothly there.
Under this act the breweries become

the agents for the vendor, and so take
the place of the Government for the time
being, and they are subject to Government inspection.
decided that it
would be better to follow this policy than
to undertake to provide the large and
expensive storage facilities that would
be necessary if beer were sold direct by
the vendors. If you abolish the dse of
permits for bulk
of 'beer you will

We

^es
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be going farther than British Columbia
has done or proposes to do."
W. C. Smith, U. F. A. (Redcliff), did
not think that the production of a permit
every time a purchase was made would
be vitally necessary, provided the purchaser were known, and it were known
that he had a permit.
Sale of beer without permit in licensed
bulk on permit only,
places, and in
seemed to Robert Pearson, Independent
(Calgary), the most workable plan. He
believed that the people desired effectiv(>
Government control of the sale of ail
"During the campaign," said
liquors.
Captain Pearson, "I said that a vote for
Clause 'D' meant the return of the bar,
pubinsofar as beer was concerned.
lic drinking place is a bar, whether beer
is drunk standing up at a counter with
a brass rail, or at a table in a corner."
Russell Love, U. F. A. (Wainwright),
P. M. Christophers, Labor (Rocky Mountain), and A.
M. Matheson, U. F. A.
(Vegreville), spoke in support
of the

A

amendment.

SPIRITED DISCUSSION

t.}lGS6 plflCGS.

ON CLUB LICENSES
A much more spirited

discussion took
place on the subject of club licenses. G.
N. Johnston, U. F. A. (Coronation),
moved that the clauses providing for
such licenses be struck out, as the clubs

would provide
law breaking.

constant

temptation

to

a member of a club

If

introduced a friend who was not a member, the temptation to allow this friend
to break the law by drinking would 'be

very great.
"These club licenses have caused more
trouble in Scotland than anything else,"
declared George MacLachlan. Either the
regulations would be so tight that only
a favored few could take advantage of
them, or they would be so general as to
encourage an undesirable class of people
to establish

purely

clubs

for money-

making purposes.

APPEAL ON BEHALF
OF THE G. W. V. A.

A

strong appeal for club licenses was
made by W. C. Smith, U. F. A. (Red-

who

laid particular emphasis on
their importance
to
the G. W. V. A,
clubs.
These were, he said, not mushroom clubs, but for many of the men
cliff),

who had no homes

of their own, were
the only places to which they could retire for rest and recreation.
Mr. Smith
said that it would be as well to face the

Beer was already being sold
without a license, in some G. W. V. A,
clubs. If the men were compelled under
the new law to go to public drinking
places, they would in many cases find
themselves in undesirable surroundings.
G. W. Smith, U. F. A. (Red Deer), expressed similar
opinions.
He did not
want drinking to be general, but if any
clubs deserved
licenses,
the returned
men's clubs did.
Dr. Stewart, of Lethbridge, declared
himself in unequivocal opposition to all
facts.

club licenses.
J.

C.

that G.

Bowen resented the statement
W. V. A. clubs were selling beer

TOthout a license.

Edmonton member,

matter of law enforcement at this stage,
Mr. Brownlee summed up the arguments
presented for and against the licensing
of clubs. The unfortunate experience of
a neighboring Province had undoubtedly
given rise to some prejudices here, but
he was confident that in Alberta, under
the proposed act, the evils which had
arisen
elsewhere
could
be
guarded
against effectively. Clubs must have
been incorporated at the beginning of
1923, or they could not
qualify,
and
some clubs which had been recently
formed for the specific purpose of taking advantage of new legislation would
thus be eliminated. The records of
every club organized since 1906
had
been carefully examined. Any clubs
which might be formed in the future
must prove their bona fides, and must
be in existence a certain length of time
before licenses would be granted.
Mr.
Brownlee said he had found people of all
walks of life at clubs which he had had
occasion to visit, and
except at one
place in Eastern Canada he had yet to
see any case of the abuse of alcohol in

This meant, said the
either that the clubs

were selling beer in violation of the law,
or that they had the permission of the
Attorney-General's
Department.
The
G. W. V. A. made a very small profit
on commodities which they sold.
He
thought they should have licenses.
Announcing that he did not propose to
make any general statement upon the

"The G. W. V. A.," said Mr. Brownlee,
"have offered their entire co-operation
to the Commission and to the AttorneyGeneral, and I am satisfied that their
offer is given in good faith."
Supporting the granting of club licenses, J. R. Boyle said there
was less
likelihood of abuse in G. W. V. A. clubs
than in some others.
S. A. Carson, U. F. A. (Sturgeon),
w-as altogether opposed to club licenses.
If he thought that to grant them to the
G. W. V. A. would be to confer on the
members something that would be of advantage to them, he would support the
proposal, but when he considered
that
the license would be detrimental, he had
no hesitation in opposing it.
While the G. W. V. A. club at Macleod
was not violating the law, said Mr.
Shield, the members favored beer licenses.
He said he would like to see local
option applied in respect to club licenses.

GEO. MacLACHLAN

STRONGLY OPPOSED
"To say that we should amend the
law, merely because it is broken, does
not appear to be a very good argument,"
declared George MacLachlan, who contended that while such private clubs as
had been referred to by Mr. Brownlee
and Mr. Boyle were no doubt well conducted, if
they were
given licenses
classes of people who could not afford
to pay for an establishment in which a
caretaker must be engaged, would be
entitled to receive the same privileges,
and this would provide an opportunity
for others v/ho did not wish to establish
bona fide clubs. If licenses were given
to any they should be given to all clubs,
and there were many U. F. A. clubs
which would be entitled to them.
Lome Proudfoot suggested that this
matter be left over until local option
had been dealt with. There were parts
of his constituency where local option
was desired, and where this portion of
the bill would lead to dissatisfaction.
The Assembly then voted on a motion
by G. N. Johnston (Coronation), calling
for the elimination of club licenses, the
motion receiving 15 votes, but being lost
by a large majority. No official record
of the vote was taken.
M. J. Conner, U. F. A. member for
Warner, called attention to a statement
in the Calgary Herald of February 12th,
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which he was reported to have said
that under the Liberal regime all roads
built in his constituency were built for
This, said Mr. Conpolitical purposes.
in

What he did say
nor, w'as incorrect.
was that since the U. F. A. Government
was elected the roads were kept in as
good condition as under the former Government, with the^ exception of some
roads which were ' built in 1921 for
purely political purposes.

Boyle Protests That
Moderation League
Ballot
Members

of

Kept " Secret"

Committee on Which Liber-

als Declined

Service,

Taken Last Session

Describe Action
Aesop's Fables

—

WEDNESDAY'S SITTING
EDMONTON,

Feb.

20.—Rising time

in
after time while the Assembly was
Committee of the Whole on the Liquor
Bill today, to charge that the Government in its drafting of the bill was actuated by political motives, and that the
measure was a "vote-catching" instrument, J. R. Boyle, leader of the Liberal
brought matters to a head
"party,
shortly before the adjournment when he
declared that the first draft plebiscite
submitted by the Moderation League last
special
committee of the
year, to a
Legislature, had been "kept secret" by
the Government "locked up in the Government vaults out of the knowledge of
the members of the Legislature."
He
said that he had never seen this document, in which the Moderation League
had suggested a form of plebiscite providing for local option, and he protested
hotly against the alleged secrecy, practiced for "political purposes."

—

POLITICAL METHODS
OF FIFTY YEARS AGO
Mr. Boyle's outburst brought the reply
from Mr. Brownlee that the charge was
entirely untrue, that the
document in
question had come into his hands only
outside
a few minutes ago, from an
source, and tha» he would table it at once
together with any other documents that
had the slightest bearinp- on the question
at issue. The Attorney-General remarked
that the opposition leader occupied an
unique position in the Legislatui'e, in
that while all other members were earnestly devoting their
attention to the
task of enacting the best possible legislation, he was endeavoring to handle the
bill "by the political
methods of fifty
years ago."
"I do not propose to take any abuse
from the Government," replied Mr. Boyle.
"I have been a member of this House
for twenty years, and I v/ould remind
the member who has undertaken to give
me a lecture on what is proper that
when he has had as long experience as
I have had he will be willing, if at times
he gets the worst of it, to take his medicine."

There were no signs of approval on Mr.
Boyle's side of the Assembly, and when
W. M. Davidson, who was a member of
the committee by whom the plebiscite
submitted to the people was drafted,
called attention to the fact that everj'
body of people interested in the matter,
including hotel men, prohibitionists, and
the Moderation League, had been invited
to submit draft ballots, the opposition
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leader's discomfiture seemed complete.
T\vo minutes later the draft ballot in
table.
on
the
was
laid
"There never was any secrecy," said Mr.
MacLachlan, another member of the special committee of last session, "and it
was never suggested that these draft
ballots should be laid on the table of the
House."
The opposition leader, however, was

question

"When the Government
not satisfied.
produces a document that I have never
heard of before, how am I to know that
other
documents
there may not
be
which we should receive in this House?"
to W. M. Washburn, U. F. A.
for Stony Plain, who has acquired the habit of putting brief, pointed, and devastating questions in a goodhumored and bantering way, to bring the
discussion to a close.
"The honorable leader of the opposition should remember," said Mr. Washburn, "that the party which he leads
was asked to appoint a member on the
committee which drafted the plebiscite,
and that they refused to do so. In view
It fell

member

can have no complaint if
anything which he does not

of this he

there

is

undersitand."

Gordon Forster, U. F. A. (Hand Hills),
while he had not, he said, considered the
matter from a political standpoint, as
the opposition leader had done, believed
that there was no demand for local option during the recent campaign, and
saw no special necessity for it. One possible objection to local option, in
the
opinion of W. M. Davidson, was that it
might create
pei-petual
turmoil, and
while he had no desire to dodge the
issue, he suggested that for the first
year action upon this matter should be
postponed.
Beer would be sold in a
carefully guarded manner, and it might
be well to see whether at the end of a
year, any strong demand for local option
remained.

The local option clauses were approved
by Russell Love, U. F. A. (Wainwright),
who said that two classes of people had
voted for Clause "D" ^those who wanted
drinking in public places, and those who.
wanted no public drinking, but did want
Government control. A. M. Matheson
remarked that local option would mean

—

the suppression of the
rights
of the
minority.
If local option were granted
now, and, at a later plebiscite, the Province as a whole should vote for prohi-

those districts which had a wet
majority would undoubtedly demand the
same pri^^lege. They would claim the
right to vote themselves out of the probition,

LOCAL OPTION
DEFINITELY APPROVED
With the exception of Mr. Boyle no
of the Assembly throughout the
(lay's discussion made any suggestion of
political motives, and the measure was
discussed with the utmost freedom, alike
by members of all groups in the Assembly.
The principle of local option was
definitely approved, and a motion by A.
M. Matheson, that a 60 per cent, vote
should be required to make any plebis-

member

hibition area.
It was desirable at least,
said this member, that something more

than a bare majority should be necessary
to make local option effective, and he
moved that 60 per cent, of the vote cast
be necessary to carry the plebiscite.

MRS. PARLEY SUPPORTS

LOCAL OPTION
Mrs.

Parlby, Minister Without Portsaid she would vote for local option, not, as the opposition leader had
insinuated, for political reasons, but be-

cite

terms of the
effective under
the
local option clauses, was under discussion at the hour of adjouniment.

folio,

GEORGE MacLACHLAN
REVISES AESOP'S FABLE

cause she thought it right. She quoted
statements by Messrs. Lloyd George and
Asquith and others, pointing to the successes achieved under local
option in
parts of Great Britain.
Donald Cameron, U. F. A. (Innisfail), believed it
would be most unfair to compel districts
which had given overwhelmingly dry majorities, to have public drinking places

Mr. Boyle described the section of the
act dealing with local option as a double
barrelled gun, one barrel of which was
aimed at the "drys" and the other at the
"wets", and said that the Government
reminded him of one of Aesop's fables
about an old

man

man and

his ass.

The

old

everybody and sucpleasing nobody, and lost his

tried to please

ceeded in
ass into the bargain.

This illustration
provoked George MacLachlan to offer a
i-evised version of the famous fable. "My
said the member for Pembina,
the same as the honorable gentleman's, with this difference, that when
the owners of the ass lost everything
else thev had, they still possessed the

fable,"
"is

in

their midst.

Remarking
worked well

that
in

some

local
option
places, Mrs.

had

Mc-

Clung said she would vote for it. She
was glad that the form of petition necessary to bring it into effect was very
definitely outlined in

the act.

It

was

unfortunate that such definite pro-visions
had not been made in regard to the petition which led to the Provincial plebiscite
last year.

ass."

The Assembly was suffused with
laughter almost, but not quite successfully suppressed
and for two or three
minutes there were spasmodic bursts of
merriment, while the opposition leader
Mr.
subsided with an abashed smile.
Boyle left the Assembly shortly afterwards and did not intervene in the discussion again until the passage at arms
with Mr. Brownlee which has
already
been described.

—

—

WHAT LOCAL OPTION
CLAUSES PROVIDE
The local option clauses provide that
there shall be no sale of beer in licensed
places or in clubs in local option areas,
the privilege of obtaining liquor for private use from the Government Commission remaining unimpaired.

Interesting
cussion were

contributions

to

the

dis-

made by Lawrence Peterson, U. F. A. member for Taber,
and
George Stringam, U. F. A. member for

Cardston, where overwhelming majorities
against Clause "D" w^ere
polled.
Mr.
Peterson said that he would be quite
agreeable to a three-fifths majority being required. If the local option clauses
were carried, he did not believe it would
ever be necessary to take
a
vote in
many places where there was a strong
prohibition sentiment, because
nobody
would apply for a license or invest money
in developing a business that would be
certain

of extinction.
Mr. Stringam
thought there should be no delay in establishi^ij where the "dry" areas would
he, because after places for sale of intoxicants had
been established, their

THE

February 26th, 1924
elimination would be a complicated busiw".

H, Shield, U. F. A. (Macleod), fav-

ored loc 1 option. It was his casual reference to the Moderation Leagxie's first
draff petition, which provided for local
option, that called forth Mr. Boyle's protest that he had never seen the document.
N. S. Smith, U. F. A. (Olds), called
attention to the heavy "dry" vote in his
district, and said that the many young
men and women attending the agricultural school at Olds should be protected
against the traffic.
"We are willing to abide by the decision of a majority," declared P. Enzenauer, U. F. A. member for Alexandra,
who added that in the recent plebiscite
there had been a very close vote in his
constituency.

AN ESSENTIAL PART
OF THE BILL
Stating that the only thought of the
Government was to get the best legislation possible, Mr. BrowTilee remarked
that he knew of no better act than the
Canada Temperance Act, and this, in its
local option clauses, provided for a bare
majority to carry local option. He believed that local option, insofar as the
public sale of beer was concerned, was
an essential part of the bill before the
Legislature.
Mr.
Boyle
contended
that
"local
option" was a misnomer, inasmuch as
the purchase of liquor from vendors, for
private consumption, would not be prohibited in districts brought under
the
provisions of this section.

BOWEN WITHDRAWS
MOTION
At the opening of the sitting Mr.
Bowen withdrew his motion with reference to the petition
offered
by the
Speaker, in view of Mr. Speaker's statement to the Assembly.
Mr. Boyle objected to the wide powers
given to the Commission, stating that the
Legislature should determine the rights
of licensees. As the bill stood, the Commission could take away any kind of a
license from any kind of a place.
A motion that licenses for the public
sale of beer be limited
to
hotels, by
George MacLachlan, was adopted, provision being made, however, to give discretionary powers to the Commission.
Mr. Boyle inquired why the bill had
laid down the principle that it was perfectly legitimate to drink beer in public, provided this was not done at meal
times.
Many people, Mrs. Parlby said
would object very strongly to going to
eat in places in which there was a strong
odor of beer. The only objection to
dnnking at meals which Mr. Boyle could
see was either that it was morally wrong
to do so, or that it was bad for digestion.

RESTAURANTS AND
HOTEL COMPETITION
Premier Greenfield pointed out that if
beer were sold in hotel dining rooms, but
not in restaurants, the restaurants believed that they would be unable to meet
hotel
the
competition.
Mr. Brownlee
thought it would be better to err on the
side of excessive restriction of public
drinking at the beginning, and then follow such a course as experience might

show

desirable.

NO BEER IN
RAILWAY DINING CARS
The committee decided to elimina^
licenses for the sale of beer in railway
dining cars, on motion of Lome Proud-

W. G. Johnston, Labor (Medicine
Hat), suggiisted that the travelling public should be given the same rights as
other citizens.
Mr. Brownlee said that the railway
companies had always been very rigid in
their enforcement of the present liquor
they would
law, and he believed that
prevent any abuse of the new law. He
think they were particularly
did not
anxious to obtain the right to sell beer
A member rein dining cars, however.

foot.

marked that the objection to the sale of
beer in hotel dining rooms applied with
sale
in railway dining
equal force to
cars.
It was contended that the sale of
beer might prove objectionable to many
The section
passengers in the diners.
was finally defeated by a large majority.

Majority Will Be

Adequate to Make
Local Option Law
Fight in Assembly for Provision of Threefifths Majority Defeated After Lively
Debate

THURS DAY'S S ITTING
EDMONTON,
of the
jected
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Feb. 21.— In Committee
Whole today, the Legislature reby a large majority a motion by

A. M. Matheson, calling for a threefifths vote in local option areas before
any plebiscite taken under the terms of
the new act for Government control of
liquor sales in local areas could become
By striking out a sub-section
effective.
in the bill the committee also brought

Calgary and Edmonton
of
the cities
under the local option provisions of the
Another clause, which provided
bill.
that no Government liquor store should
be maintained in any local option area,
was eliminated. As the right to obtain
liquor by express from points outside the
local option areas would have remained
in any event, this clause was not conimprobable,
It
is
sidered necessary.
however, that the Commission will contemplate the establishment of a store in
any district where there is any prospect
of local option being carried.

LIQUOR ADVERTISING
The subject of liquor advertising was
discussed at considerable length, W. M.
Davidson objecting to any form of prohibition or censorship of advertising, on
the ground that this would be to establish a
bad principle. The newspapers
generally, he said, were opposed, though
many of them would not take liquor
R. C. Maradvertising in. any event.
shall, Calgary, remarking that Mr. Davidson had raised an objection against
"censorship of the press," added, "We
the
press we are
are not censoring
censoring advertising. Talk about censoring the press, the press censors us

—

—

sufficiently."

Under the clause in question, which
was allowed to stand for I'edrafting, canvassing for orders for liquor, and the
displaying of any kind of advertisement,

by poster, handbill or otherwise, would
be prohibited, except under resrulations
made under the act. C. R. Mitchell was
the most emphatic opponent of the
as papers
clause, and contended that
published el.sewhere than in Alberta,
containino: liquor advertising, could not
be excluded, it was unfair to prohibit
"I do not beadvertising Provincially,
lieve that the advertisements will have

any influence on the quantity of liquor
sold," he declared.
Mr. Brownlee said that the clause

was

not especially aimed at the newspapers.
The greater number of the better papers
would doubtless exclude liquor advertising from their columns in any event.
At the opening of the sitting C. R.
Mitchell
objected
to
the
Provincial
Treasurer's answer to a request for information as to the total amount paid by
the Province to its fiscal agents in connection with the sale of each bond issue
during 1923 and 1924 to date. The Provincial Treasurer had given detailed figures for each sale; Mr. Mitchell protested that these details were not wanted, but only the total sum.
Premier Greenfield moved the first
reading of a bill to amend the Municipal
Hail Insurance Act. A bill to amend the
Medicine Hat charter was introduced by
P. J. White, while a number of private

were also introduced. N. S, Smith
in the chair today, and during the
discussion of the Liquor Bill in committee.
bills

was

Mrs. McClung urged that instead of 25
per cent, of the voters on the list in any
municipality or electoral division being
necessary to make any petition for local
option valid, only 15 per cent, should be
required. Mr. Sanders thought that the
percentage should be raised rather than
lowered, because the taking of a plebiscite was
very expensive, and unless
there was a reasonable pi-ospect of local
option carrying, this expense should not
be incurred. Mr. Brownlee pointed out
that under the Canada Temperance Act,
which provides for local option by Federal

constituencies, to prohibit the sale
of all liquors, 25 per cent, is required.

OPPOSE INCREASE
IN

PERCENTAGE

The case against any increase

in the
vote required to make a local option
vote effective, to 60 per cent., as proposed in Mr. Matheson's motion, was
presented by G. N. Johnston, of Coi'onation, and others.
Mr. Johnston said that
in Camrose 2,104 "dry" votes were cast
in the recent plebiscite, and 1,493 "wet"
votes a large majority for the "drys".
Yet the dry vote was only 58.5 per cent,
of the total.
Similarly, in Olds, only
56.8 per cent, of the votes wei'e "dry",
the figures being 1,135 "dry" and 862
"wet", while in Lacombe, where 1,623
"dry" and 1,093 "wet" votes were count-

—

ed, the

percentage was

59.5,

which would

be insufficient to carry local option if
Mr. Matheson's motion were accepted.
Mr. Matheson declared that in some
cities there were thousands of unpunished cases of law-breaking, while in
various other localities every form of indignity was imposed on those who lacked
sympathy with the present law. It was
contrary to the fundamental principles
of the British Constitution and of British
freedom, to interfere unduly with the
freedom of the individual.
G. W. Smith thought the local option
clause might as well be eliminated if a
60 per cent, vote were required, while
Mr. Peterson, on reconsideration, expressed his belief that not more than a
majority should be necessary, since a
majority was sufficient to carry a much
more drastic form of local option under
the
Canada Temperance
Act.
Mr.
Brownlee pointed out that two distinct
principles were involved in the recent
plebiscite
lic

sale.

—Goveniment

control and pubLocal option would give tho.se
(Continued on page 9)
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The United Farm Women

of Alberta in

Annual Convention
By MISS

J.

B.

KIDD

The

Secretary's report, presented by
B. Kidd, reviewed the work of
the organization as evidenced
in
the
action taken by each successive Annual
Convention in regard to Public Health,
Social Service, Education, Young People's
Work, etc. "As an organization," said
Miss Kidd, "we have lived through nine
years of all the varieties of vicissitudes
to which a pioneer country can be subject.
Our association came into being
at a time when the world was in the beginning of a mighty conflict; it has seen
the development of the farmers' movement reach a stage where the farrilers
have entered the field of political endeavor both Provincially and Federally,
as well as launching a co-operative marketing scheme of tremendous magnitude;
it has faced one of the most disastrous
periods of economic distress among agriworld has ever
culturalists that the
known; but through all these years of
someeffort, sometimes successful and
have
times unsuccessful, its members
clung firmly to the belief that the only
salvation for the farm women, as well
as for the farm men, lies in loyalty to
their own organization."
Membership of 2,142
The report stated that in point of numbers the past two years had been somewhat disappointing, but that correspondence with the Locals throughout the
Province had shown that the spirit of
the organization was never better and
that a period of real progress was at
hand. The membership for 1923 was
2,142 as compared with 2,938 in 1922.
The report of the U. F. W. A. Board
which followed, outlined the work done
Board meetings
at the Executive and
held during the year and the organization
work in each constituency. The Board,
in its report, expressed the belief that
the outlook for the organization for 1924
was very promising and that the keen

Miss
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J.

MRS.
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would appeal to farm men and women

in recognizing the dignity of the profes-

sion of agriculture; and that it would
appeal to educationalists as a scientific
vocational course.

Hon. Perrin Baker, Slinister of Education, and John Ross, MA., Deputy Minister of Education, were present during

interest being taken in co-operative marketing added a further stimulus to the
activity of the organization.
The report on Education was presented by the convener of that committee, Mrs. Gunn, who outlined the work
of the conference called together by the
former Minister of Education for the
purpose of revising the public school and
high school curricula. The course in
agriculture was particularly stressed by
the speaker, who stated that it was the
belief of the committee that the course
would appeal to the boys and girls of
the Province who looked forward to
choosing agriculture as a vocation; that

the discussion of the report, and replied
to numerous inquiries concerning the new
course of studies and other matters pertaining to the Department of Education.
The first resolution discussed was one
urging that a law be enacted whereby aD
public schools should be opened by reading wnthout comment a portion of Scripture and repeating the Lord's Prayer, and
also that a well written History of the
Bible, Life of Christ and Bible Stories
be made available for Public School
libraries.

After considerable discussion the part
of the resolution requiring that Scripture
(Continued on page 12)

Value Agricultural Products of
Alberta, $223,814 ,304 in 1923
Record

in

According to the annual report of the
of Agriculture,
which was tahled in the Legislature last
week by the Minister, George Hoadley,
the total value of all agricultural products in Alberta for the year 1923 was
S223,814,304, as compared with $150,488,699 in 1922. Wheat production in
1923 totalled 167,265,084, the crop being
the largest in the history of the ProvThe average yield was 28 bushels
ince.
per acre. In 1922 the total wheat crop
was 65,776,693 bushels, and the average
yield 11.50 bushels. The yield of all field
crops for 1923 was 305.340,597 bushels,
as compared with 110,-806,329 bushels in
the previous year, an increase of 171 per
While there is of course a very
cent.
large increase in the total value of all
field and fodder crops, from $100,524,384 in 1922 to $171,026,804 in 1923, the
percentage increase is only 71 per cent.
Growth of Poultry and Dairy Industries
The report indicates that the quality
produced was unusually
of the grain
high. The greatest features of the year,
however, were, it is stated, the progress
in diversified farming, the rapid growth
of the dairy and poultry industries, the
success attained with fodder crops and
the extending of the area sown to these,
and the improvement of the livestock
industry. These matters are dwelt upon
by the Deputy Minister, H. A. Craig,
and the reports of the various branches.
Mr. Craie states that in view of the
general feeling in favor of co-operative
marketing, the marketing services operated by the Provincial Government which
have functioned in the absence of cooperative marketing enterprise, will be
Provincial

—Grovemment

—

Wheat Production Expansion in Poultry and Dairying
Ready to Turn Over Services to Co-operatives

Department

turned over to any organization prepared to carry on the work. The cattle
situation is reported to be more healthy
than it has been for some years.
The work of the district agricidturalists, it is stated, has been greatly appreciated in the districts where they are
There has been developestablished.
ment in pig clubs in charge of boys and
girls.

Stock Shipments
During the year 4,724 horses were
shipped to local markets and 9,331 were
exported, a total of 14,055. In the same
period 104,967 cattle were shipped to
local markets, and 49,345 exported.
The butter marketing service marketed 1,881,318 lbs. of butter during the
year, at a total price of f 456,939.40, the
average price being 33.08 cents per lb.
Butter graded totalled
10,776,318 lbs
The success of the new cream grading
stations is indicated by figures showing
that 39.1 per cent, graded specials
as
compared with 32.4 per cent, in 1922; 40
per cent, graded first, as compared with
37.3 per -cent, in
1922;
16.1 per cent,
graded seconds, as compared with 27.2
per cent, in 1922. Altogether 41,824,366
lbs. of cream u'ere graded, as compared
with 30,778,344 in 1922.
Large Exports Poultry Products
In three years Alberta has ceased to
be a large importer and has become an
exporter of poultry products.
During
last year 48.609 cases of eggs were exported to other Provinces, and 6,100 to
foreigrn markets, while only 3,343 were
imported. It is estimated that 3,500 000
lbs. of live poultry were marketed during the year, 100 cars going to outside
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The

points.

Government

Marketing

Service handled 245,299 lbs. of turkeys
under the community plan. The saving
to farmers by freight as compared with
express shipments of live poultry from
country points was $18,000 on 18 cars
alone.

Last year 16,500 bushels of seed were
handled through the seed cleaning plant,
which will handle more than 50,000
bushels this year.
The report deals with school fairs, demonstration farms, stallion enrolments
(679 during the year), schools of agrishows that extensive
It
culture, etc.
publicity work was done by C. G. Groff,
Provincial Publicity Commissioner.
Attendance at short courses given by
the Women's Extension Service totalled
6,532.

0

LOCALS

IN

VARIOUS DISTRICTS

HAVE ALREADY DOUBLED OR
TREBLED MEMBERSHIP OF
1923
(Continued from page 1)

ANGLE LAKE SLOGAN
FOR 1924
Angle Lake Local have signed up 90
per cent, of the farmers and believe that
the prospects are good for 100 per cent.
Of their members, 95 per cent, have paid
dues for both the Federal and Provincial
Constituency Associations, 80 per cent,
have signed Wheat Pool contracts, and
100 per cent, have signed contracts for
a proposed pool for handling live stock.
Referring to the newspaper reports "that
Boyle has predicted the downfall of the
Greenfield Government at the next Provincial election," the secretary of this
Local writes: "Well, we should say not!
If the rest of the farmers have the same
spirit as is prevailing here, Greenfield
will go back in, and Boyle vdll stay at
home. Slogan for 1924: 35,000 members."
series of whist drives

A

and concerts
are being given by the Greenfield Local,
with the double purpose of interesting
prospective memibers and raising funds.
The organization of the Wheat Pool,
and the recent attempts to revive the
old political parties are the chief reasons for the increased interest shown by
members of Westdene Local, in the opinion of the
retiring
secretary, W. E.
Kilduff.
0

MAJORITY WILL BE ADEQUATE TO
MAKE LOCAL OPTION LAW
(Continued from page 7)

who

believed in the first, but could not
without voting for the second,
power finally to obtain just v/hat they

get

it

wanted.
Althoug'h he did not agree with the
Attorney-C^neral in detail, Gordon Forster said that he thought a dangerous
precedent would be established if more
than a majority vote were required.

TO STOP MOONSHINING
IN

THE NORTH

Certain European countries, said Mr,
McKeen, provided that legislation con-

cerning the liquor traffic, when submitted to plebiscite, could only be carried by
the vote of 51 per cent, of the total electorate. If all that were required were a
majority of those actually voting, 25 per
cent, of the people might determine a
policy for the remaining
75 per cent.

Legislation adopted in this manner could
not be expected to find support in pubMr. McKeen contended that
lic opinion.
when the public sale of hard liquor was
abolished, a place where beer was consumed would no longer be a "bar" as the
term had been understood. "We have got
to stop moonshining in the north," said
he, "by malcing beer reasonably easy to
obtain."
S. Brown, U. F. A. member for High
River, did not believe that the majority
of the people of Alberta desired public
drinking.
They had to vote for it in
order to get Government control. They
wanted to take hard liquor out of the
hands of the doctors and druggists. He

thought a majority should be sufficient
to carry local option. Nobody would object to anyone else drinking, provided
he did not become a nuisance to the rest

of the community.

Messrs. Conner, Enzenauer, Love and
MacLachlan believed that a majority vote
should
be sufficient.
The reaction
against prohibition, said Mr. MacLachlan, was due to the fact that the law
had been made too extreme. The moderationists would be wise to avoid extremes
in the other direction, and to be generous
to those who differed from them. Earl
Cook thought a fair majority should be
sufficient.
C. R. Mitchell announced his intention
to vote for the clause as it stood, providing for local option by a majority.
The whole discussion on this subject
seemed to be a "tempest in a teapot."

"Teapot Dome?" a member suggested.
"There are more kinds of domes in
teapot
this House than
domes," Mr.
Mitchell retorted, while the
Assembly
laughed.
His only criticism of this section of
the bill was that the sub-title "Local
Option" seemed misleading, as it would
not affect sales of hard liquor. It was
not deliberately misleading, but it might
tend to give a false impression. He did
not believe in loading the dice for or
against prohibition, and thought that the
judginent of the Government, who would
have the responsibility for administering
the law and knew what they could enforce, should be accepted in regard to
this matter.
Clauses providing for interdiction, and
for penalties for breaches
of the act,

were adopted with
sumption of liquor

change.
Cona drug store is
prohibited. Liquor may not be sold to a
person under 21 years of age. Persons
may be interdicted by order of a justice.
Any officer of the Commission selling
liquor contrary to the act will be liable
to six months' imprisonment with hard
labor for a first offense, and to twelve
months for a second.
little

in

Non-Party Committee
to

Lay All Documents

on Assembly Table
Members Urge That Government Should

Make No Liquor

Profits

FRIDAY'S SITTING
EDMONTON,

Feb. 22.— During the
Assembly today, J. R.
Boyle quoted from the Morning Albertan
the statement that the document desitting of
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the

scribed as a draft ballot presented to the

committee last year by the Moderation

League, and which several speakers
claimed had been read to the House, was
the property of the House and not the
committee and desired the Speaker to
give a ruling so that Mr. MacLachlan,
the chairman of the committee, could,
w<hen home for the week-end, bring all
such documents back with him, so that

House would have the privilege of
examining them.
The Speaker ruled that all documents
presented by any committee were on the
completion of the committee's work, the
property of the House.
the

A LEGAL QUESTION
In the further consideration of
the
Bill, the Assembly discussed the
question of a person on trial for intoxication being compelled to divulge the
name of the party who furnished the
liquor.
The debate involved a legal
point which led to the exchange of opinions between the Attorney-General and
the leader of the opposition.
Mr. Brownlee pointed out that this requirement was necessary for the proper
enforcement of the law, and the principle was one already accepted in legal
proceedings in civil and also in certain
criminal cases.
The same argument applied to the
clause which gives the trial magistrate
the right to "infer" that certain drink
was intoxicating because some witness
deposed it to be so, and the contention
was also made that the clause throwing
the burden of proof upon the person indicted was justifiable and necessary.

Liquor

MRS. McCLUNG

WITHDRAWS REMARK
A. M. Matheson had made some remark the day previously which led Mrs.
McClung to infer that he did not consider beer

he viewed

an intoxicating drink but that
rather as a life-giving fluid.

it

Mrs. McClung expressed this inference
in the course of the debate with the result that "Archie" got fighting mad and
demanded the retraction of the remark.
He explained his stand on the liquor
question very convincingly, and the lady
member from Edmonton gracefully with-

drew her remarks.

WANT NO LIQUOR
When

it

came

PROFITS

to the question of prof-

C. Buckley took a decided stand
against the Government going into the
liquor business for the purpose of making revenue. He argued that they had
not gone into the business on their own
volition, but had been forced
into
it
through the ple'biscite for the convenience of the people. He moved to strike
out all the words in the clause which
dealt with the distribution of profits.
Sam Brown, High River, took a similar stand. The way to cut out all bickering as to the justice of certain taxes
as being a basis for division was to cut
out all profit. The people, he thought,
had voted for Clause "D" in order to obtain cheaper drink, and "you could not
make this possible if you decided to
its, J.

make

profits."
If there was

any surplus

from the

sale of liquor it would be far 'better to
distribute it for the good of the widows
and other sufferers from the traffic. So
far as the municipalities were concerned
he thought that the fines from infraction
of the law would reimburse them for any
necessary expense. He did not think the
people intended the Government to go
into the traffic for the purpose of rais-

ing revenue, and he for one strongly ob(Continued on page 14).
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FARM MACHINERY

a recent meeting of Haynes Local
the following resolution was passed
without a dissenting vote:
"Owing to the recent heavy increase
in the price of new farm machinery, we,
the Haynes Local, feel that the price is
prohibitive, and wish to go on record as
being opposed to any member of the
Local purchasing any new machinery
during the coming year unless a substantial reduction in price takes place."
Haynes Local wish that other Locals
throughout the Province should also
consider this question.

At

RAISE MONEY FOR DEFICIT FUND
At the annual meeting of Willowlea
Local it was decided to give an entertainment, in order to raise funds for a
contribution to the 1921 deficit fund. At
this meeting also a presentation was
made to the retiring secretary, J. Tyner,
in recognition of his services during the
past year.

Crossfield District Co-

operative Assn. Has
Increased Business
Mercantile Turnover $86,289 Last YearAssociation Handled Nearly $83,000
Worth of Livestock

Sunny Ridge Saves
$200 to Members on
Binder Twine Alone
Get Reductions on Lubricating Oil— Cash
Dividend of $200

From Dairy

Pool

The past year was the most successful
Sunny Ridge Local.
They had a paid-up membership of 42,
and did business amounting to $3,366.71,

in the history of

closing the year with a small cash balance after all deibts had been paid.
Nearly $200 was saved to the members
on the purchase of a carload of twine.
with two adjoining
co-operation
In
Locals, lubricating oil was purchased at
a saving of ten per cent., in addition to
a cash refund of $140. From June to
October they obtained a cash dividend
from the District Association Dairy Pool
of $200. Together with the Three Hills
Local, a carload of apples was bought, at
very reasonable prices, and a carload of
dried fruit is in transit at about twothirds of the local prices.
Plans are now being formulated to
carry on similar bu.siness in 1924, and
the indications are good for an increased
membership and an even more successful
year.
0

PARABLE OF THE WITHES

A

Practically every department of the
Crossfield District Co-operative Association of the U. F. A., Limited, showed an
increased business in 1923 over the previous year.
The total mercantile turnover was $86,289, as against $72,816 in
1922. In addition, the association handled
nearly $83,000 worth of livestock, including nearly three cars of poultry and
4,129 head of hogs (as compared with
3,054 head last year). Over 8,000 dozen
eggs were shipped out, as well as 2,100
cans of cream and about 30 cars of hay.
Goods purchased included 33 cars of coal,
over 200.000 feet of lumber, and 113,500
lbs. of binder tvine.
The gross profit
for the year was 13.28 per cent., the
operating expense 8.55 per cent., and the
net profit 4.73 per cent.
It is pointed out by the manager, R.
M. McCool, that the increase is really"
greater than the actual figures show, on
account of the decreased value of many
of the products handled.

DIRECTOR APPEALS FOR
CO-OPERATION
A. F. Aitken, Director for Battle
River, has written a circular letter to
members of the U. F. A. in that constituency, asking for their co-operation in
developing the organization, in increasing the membership, and in promoting
educational work. Mr. Aitken makes the
.suggestion that each Local should appoint committees to study the various
questions with which the Central Board
dealing, and to forward recommendations to the Central Board committees.

is

A

community health program is being
considered by Midway Local. The proposal includes the employment of a district physician.

correspondent reminds us of the
applicability to the present situation in
Alberta, of the very ancient Parable of
the Withes, and suggests that, although
the parable is well known, its significance is not realized by many farmers
who have allowed their membership in
He
the U. F. A. temporarily to lapse.
The parable, as
asks us to repeat it.
told hy our correspondent, is as follows:
wise man, about to die, called to his
"Bring to me
bedside his seven sons.

A

How

the

-Notes

seven willow withes,"
said
he.
The
withes were brought. "Now bind them
together from butt to tip with a rawhide
thong." This was done. "Now, let the
strongest among you break them," commanded the father. But try as they
might, all efforts to break the
combined withes, firmly bound together,
failed.
The withes would bend but not
break.

"Now separate them and see what you
can do." The thong was removed and the
withes taken separately were easily broken in the hands of the weakest.
"This is to teach you," said the father,
"to remain together and thus resist your
enemies.
Separately you will be overcome, but bound together you can resist
all oppo-sition, which though
cannot break you."

it

bend you,

0

REDUCED PRICES OF PENNANTS
U. F. A. pennants should be used on
the cars of all members of the organization.
They can be obtained from Central Office at the reduced price of 20
cents each, six for $1. Windshield transfers have also been reduced in price, and
can be had for 15 cents each.
-:o:-

SECURED BETTER MAIL SERVICE
North Fork Local, who "have done
nothing for some time", says the secretary, are now determined to do some
real work. Mr. Woods of Lews district,
speaking to the Local recently, pointed
out that it was mainly due to the U.F.A.
that better mail service had been secured
for the district.

TO HOLD DEBATES
Arrangements were made, at the annual
meeting of Kippenville Local, for the holding
of a series of debates on questions of national importance.
The membership drive
put on by this Local has had the effect of
greatly increasing interest in the organization, says the secretary.

Kathryn-Keoma Local

Establis hed

New

Record

Local Which Thought of Disbanding Is Now One of the Most Vigorous
Can You Beat It?
Province From 4 Members to 70

—

As

stated in the front page article in
Kathi-yn-Keoma Local was at
a low ebb at the end of 1923 ; there were
this issue,

only four paid-up members, and they
discouraged that they considered
giving up the struggle and disbanding
the Local. They called a meeting to discuss the matter. S. B. Allsop, secretary,
tells the story of the meeting and its

felt so

result:
"J. G.

Ranby occupied

the chair and
gave some good reasons why the U.F.A.
should go ahead.
It was unanimously
decided to reorganize, so officers were
promptly elected for 1924: A. ReumilG. Ranby, vice-presiler, president, J.
dent, and S. B. Allsop, secretai-y.
"A motion was then passed to have a
mem'bership drive with D. G. Kock and
Vernie McKay as captains, each one to
choose his canvassers and the losing side
to furnish a turkey supper for the winners.

Canvassed Before Daybreak

"No time was

lost

by the canvassers.

—

About half the community was

in

called on

before daybreak next morning, and the
response was nothing short of wonderful.
In less than 48 hours the KathrynKeoma U. F. A., with only four paid-up
members in 1923, had on its list 70 members 95 per cent, of the farmers within
a ten-mile radius.

—

"Mr. McKay, who is noted for pep and
determination, was an easy winner, with
52 members. He left no stones unturned
to find memhers, and the way he popped
the question even the oldest critic could
not resist.
(He is a bachelor and
couldn't cook turkey, so he
had to
win.)

"The chief aim of the Local in 1924
be to buy coal, lumber, twine and
other farm necessities
co-operatively;
will

also to install a public scale for livestock

A

coal.
local Wheat Pool Association is also being formed and an effort
will be n^ade to have 100 per cent, signed

and

up for 1924."

—
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Onoway

Local Trades
in Business-Like Way
Many

Activities Successfully Carried

—

In addition to the educational, social

and community work usually carried on
by U. F. A. Locals, Onoway Local has

A
trading department.
is done in a very
busines'S-like way.
La-st year two cars
of coal, one car of flour and feed, and
5,500 pounds of binder twine were purchased by the Local and distributed to
members. Produce was shipped out to
the value of $22,871.09, and included two
cars of wheat, 159 head of cattle, 1,054
hogs and 187 sheep. The secretary receives an annual salary of $100, and the
Local has a regularly appointed auditor.
The Local has assets on hand, including cash, twine carried over, shipping
plant and office equipment, to the value
a co-operative
large

being strongly supported.

amount of trade

fo $1,337.15.
The liabilities amount to
$112.66, so that the surplus balance is

over $1,200.

The membership fee charged to the
members is $4, of which $2 is retained by
This is larger than the fees
charged in some Locals, but the members evidently feel that they are getting
good value for their money, as the mem-

the Local.

bership increased from 57 in 1922 to 64
in 1923.
During the year a donation of
$28.50 was made
to
the 1921 deficit
fund.
0

PINCHER CREEK CO-OP,
Purchase of a warehouse, removal into
larger offices, and the installation of
equipment for cleaning and grading
timothy seed, were reported by the board
of trustees to the general meeting of
the Pincher Creek Co-operative Marketing Association, held on January 26th.
It was pointed out that a great saving
in time and expense would be made by
having the timothy seed cleaned locally,
instead of having to send it to the Government elevator at Calgary, as had
been done foi-merly.
plan to grade
hay is also being considered by the association, so that both buyer and seller
may know just what quality is meant hy
a certain grade number.
suggestion that the association
should handle dressed meat was voted
down, as it was the general opinion that
it would be inadvisable to undertake this
at present.
The proposed organization of similar
marketing- associations at other points
in Southern Alberta was discussed, and
a resolution was passed favoring the enlargement of the Pincher Creek association to include
other districts having
similar produce to dispose of, with the
ultimate object of segregating the various commodities into Provincial or interProvincial associations formed for the
purpose of handling those commodities.

A

It is

PROTEST USE OF GAS

proposed

to operate under a contract pooling system, similar to that of the Pincher Creek
association.

o

On

During Year Has Paid Secretary
Membership Fee Is $4
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GET BETTER PRICES
Naples Local have secured for their
members, through the work of their Egg
and Poultry Marketing Committee, considerably better prices than they would
have received locally. The Naples Cooperative Association, after adding 30
per cent, of the year's profits to reserve,
was able to declare a patronage dividend

The secretary of the Edmonton Trades
and Labor Council, J. J. McCormack, has
requested us to announce that at a recent
meeting of the Council, a resolution was
carried protesting against the action of
the Provincial police in using gas bombs
durinsr labor disputes.
According to information given in the Provincial Assembly, two tear bombs were used at a mining camp on the Lovett branch of the
C. N. R., during a dispute last fall.
o

HELD MEMBERSHIP DRIVE
A

of 4 per cent.
0

ADD

38

MEMBERS

Thirty-eight members were added to
the Happy Union Local by a recent memcontest.
A progressive card
bership
party and oyster supper, given by the
losers in the contest, was attended by
about 150 people.
o

EACH MEMBER MUST BRING
ANOTHER
Bye Moor Local

at its annual meeting
unanimously adopted a motion calling for
each member to make a deposit of $2,
this to be refunded only to those who
get a new member to join the Local before March 31st. The secretary believes

membership drive held

of the members. The 'business is
disposed of first, and is followed by a
whist drive or social evening.
o

MEMBERSHIP MORE THAN
DOUBLED
Reporting the annual meeting of
Graminia Local, the secretary writes:
"Glad to report wonderful progress being

made

According to a letter from the secreLougheed Local has taken on a
new lease of life, and expects to enroll
a good membership during the year.
Considerable co-operative buying is being done, "at a saving of money and
temper."
0

DISCUSS ROAD BUILDING
La Corey Local at a recent meeting discussed the need for road building in the district, and decided to enlist the co-operation,
if possible, of the Glendon Local and of L.
Joly, M.L.A., in having a number of roads
built and improved.

Finished 1923 with

this year'.

11 members; we have already 23 for this
year, and have at least another eight or
ten in prospect."
0

HOPE IN BRITISH LABOR

GOVERNMENT

0

tary,

Melba

homes

that this is helping greatly to increase
the membership.

SAVES MONEY AND TEMPER

by

Local last fall resulted in eleven members.
'During the winter, meetings are
being held every two
weeks in the

The following resolution was passed
by a recent meeting of -Scotfield Local:
"Whereas, we are

midst of a
scope but
extending far beyond the boundaries of
any one single nation, that crisis in a
measure being a result of the i-ecent
great war and senile statesmanship to
which the people of this earth have subjected themselves;
"Therefore be it resolved, that we
view with pleasure the very marked
change that has taken place, as evidenced by the establishment of the first
Labor Government of Great Britain."
crisis today,

in the

not local in

its

Raley Local Asks That the Mortgage

Laws Be Amended
Ninety-five Per Cent. Attendance at Meeting to Discuss Economic Problems

A

0

EAST LETHBRIDGE DRIVE
East Lethbridge Local is carrying on
a membership drive to make the organization 100 per cent, strong in that district, although at present a very large
percentage of the population are already
members of either the U. P. A., U. F.
W. A. or Junior Locals. The idea of
forming a co-operative marketing association in the Lethbridsre and Coaldale
districts originated in this Local,^a:nd is

While
thusiasm
U. F. A.
ready to

Raley farmers enter with en-

into the social activities of the
Local there, they are quite as
take part in any serious discussion, writes the secretary, Henry S.
Flock. "How many local farm organizations," he asks, "could draw out 95 per
cent, of their membership to discuss such
a technical matter as mortgage legislation?" That was the proportion of the
Raley membership who responded to the
call for a special meeting to consider
proposed changes in the mortgage law.

Solve Problems by

Own

Brains

"No longer," writes Mr. Flock, "do
we follow the old adage addressed to the
'Go home and slop
serfs of the land

—
—and leave
We will have no one do
will so improve
thinking for us —
your hogs'

politics ,to the

politicians.

^we

own

our
our

by practice,
solve our own
brains, for our
problems vdth
own and the country's material benefit."
After full discussion, a resolution was
brought in and unanimously carried askamend the
ing the Legislature to so
intellectual

that ultimately

capacity

we can
our ovm

mortgage laws as to make the legal processes more
speedy and inexpensive;
proposing to bring about foreclosure
sales by having filed a sworn statement
at the land titles office, setting forth
the amount of arrears; failing payment
of arrears within thirty days the property to be advertised for five consecutive weeks and offered
for
sale, the
mortgagor to have the right of redemption for a period of twelve months.
P'inance and Deflation
"We see no justifiable reason," says
Mr. Flock, "why any special privilege
should be granted mortgage companies
against loss by deflation of land values,
when no such special privilege is granted
to any other business concern or individual.
Fundamentally, finance is the
main instigator of deflation of values.
Then why should not financial institutions take their share of the loss caused

by

deflation (the result of their own
policy) when private individuals have to
take their losses from
a deflation
neither planned nor desired by them-

selves?"
1
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Wyman

THE UNITED FARM WOMEN OF
ALBERTA IN ANNUAL
CONVENTION

F. E.
president,

(Continued from page 8)

vention.

Health Questions

The afternoon session of the first day
was devoted to discussion of public health'
questions and the program was led by Mrs.
Jean Field, convener of the Public Health
Committee. Mrs. Field outlined the work
of Public Health
nurses.
District nurses.
Municipal hospitals and Municipal doctors.
She recommended the introduction in the
Province by the Department of Health of a
system of travelling dentists.
Mrs. Field
said, "We have had demonstration trains
which stopped at each station with lecturers
showing us how to improve our flocks and
herds, better methods of dairying, different
types of hogs, etc.; we have had excellent
lectures and
demonstrations to help us

made
eign

—

—

ity

and right
Mrs.

living."

Parlby on

Problem of Mentally

Deficient

At the conclusion of Mrs. Field's report,
the Hon. Irene Parlby was Introduced to the
Convention and was welcomed with hearty
result
Mrs. Parlby outlined the
applause.
of her study In regard to the problem of the
mentally deficient, covering the whole quesShe
tion thoroughly and sympathetically.
spoke of the "brutal ratio" In which the
mentally deficient propagate their kind and
outlined the three possible methods of dealThese three methods are reing with It.
striction of marriage, segregation of defecThe latter method
tives or sterilization.
would appear on a superficial analysis to be
the most feasible, but when considered from
grave difficulties
are
every angle there
against such a measure.
Before a solution for this problem could
be arrived at, the speaker said. It would be
necessary to have an enlightened and educated public opinion, since the medical profession and governments were powerless to
act so long as there is prejudice and ignorance on the part of the people. All over the
civilized world this problem is Increasing In
Its menace to the race by leaps and bounds.
Leaders are sadly needed in every community who will study the question of mental
deficiency and its effect on society, endeavoring at the same time to Influence those
with whom they come in contact In an organized effort to protect future generations
from this physical and moral blight. Mrs.
Parlby concluded by stating that she did
not want to express a personal opinion, but
she did urge women, as mothers of the race,
to take a eympathetlc and Intelligent interand to bring their
est In this problem
children up to realize their responsibility In
marriage and to the race.
Miss Elizabeth Clarke, Superintendent of
Public He'Ith Nurses, and Frank Whlston,
Branch of
Organization
Director of the
Municipal Hospitals, spoke on the work of
their respective departments and received
the undivided attention of the delegates.
At the close of the session, nominations
for U. F. W. A. President were called for,
•with the result that Mrs. R. B. Gunn was
elected President by acclamation.

THURSDAY MORNING'S SESSION
The Thursday

morning

session

openefl

First Viceof

Kinuso

for the better assimilation of the for-

bom.
Canada's First Need

make

our homes more attractive; but are
they more necessary than Is a dentist to
our
children's
sadly neglected
care for
Could we not have a travelling
teeth?
dental clinic Just a car or two attached to
regular trains and switched off at sidings
for two or three days In each place? Where
a train could not travel, a 'Health Mobile'
such as is used In Nova Scotia by the Red
In conclusion, Mrs.
Cross would serve."
Field quoted, "Children have certain rights
which must be recognized the right to be
well born, the right to the personal care of
both father and mother, the right to be fed,
clothed and cared for physically, and the
right to learn from parents by example and
precept the principles of truth, honor, pur-

as

as Second Vice-president.
Report of Immigration Committee
The first item of business on Thursday
afternoon was the report on Immigration
presented by Mrs. R. iPrice, convener of the
The report outImmigration Committee.
lined the immigration regulations as they
are at present which debar idiots, imbeciles, feeble minded, epileptics, insane persons; persons afflicted with tuberculosis or
with any contagious or infectious diseases;
persons who are dumb, Diind, or otherwise
physically defective, unless security Is given
against such becoming a public charge in
Canada; persons over fifteen years of age
who are unable to read; persons who are
guilty of any crime involving moral turpiand
tude; professional beggars, vagrants
persons liable to become a public charge;
persons suffering from chronic alcoholism
or the drug habit; and anarchists. Descriptions of the work of various immigration
organizations were given and an appeal was

reading and the Lord's Prayer be made compulsory In schools, was deleted, the other
recommendations being adopted by the ConPublic

of Baintree

and Mrs. Jean Field

MRS. JEAN FIELD
Second Vice-president U. F.

W.

A.

with a short address by President Wood,

who was

received most cordially by
the
women's Convention.
The following resolution was unanimously
adopted:
"That all legislation relating to
or concerning child welfare In the Province;
viz., mothers' pensions, neglected, dependent and delinquent children. Juvenile courts,
sub-normal and mentally deficient children
be consolidated into one act and be administered (through a separate branch or division to be known as
the
child welfare
branch or division) by one of the Ministers
of the Cabinet."

Legal

Questions

The next order of business was the report
of the Committee on Laws, presented by
Mrs. F. E. Wyman, convener. Mrs. Wyman
discussed acts passed at the last session of
the Provincial Legislature which she thought

would be of Interest to farm women, including an amendment to the Mental Defective Act providing for the institution at
Oliver; an amendment to the Produce Merchants Act which reduces the
minimum
amount of bond and license fee and proworthless
vides for a penalty for Issuirig a
cheque In payment for produce; the Children of Unmarried Parents Act; an amendment to the Mothers' Allowance Act providIn
ing for the appointment of inspectors
cities,
towns, villages and municipal districts;

amendment

to the Succession Duties

Act which requires the payment of one per
cent, on the second thousand dollars, two
per cent, on the third thousand, three per
cent, on the fourth, four per cent, on the
fifth thousand dollars inherited by any person other than the grandfather, grandmother, father, mother, husband, wife, child,
son-in-law, or daughter-in-law of the deceased; an act to amend the Agricultural
Act, authorizing the Provincial Treasurer,
on the requisition of the Minister of Agriculture, to advance out of the General Revenue Fund an amount not to exceed at any
one time $100,000; and the Chiropractic Act.
Mrs. Wyman continued with a discussion of
some of the resolutions passed at the last
U. F. W. A. Convention and concluded with
certain legislation being requested by variincluding the
organizations
ous women's
establishment of Provincial Training Schools
boys and
dependent
and
for delinquent
girls, home for aged and infirm indigents,
housekeeping nurses, registry of midwives,
amendments to Mothers' Allowance Act, and
an act to mak« wife desertion an extraditable offence.

Mr. Brownlee was present during the discussion on Mrs. Wyman's report and re-

numerous questions.
At the conclusion of the Thursday. morn-

plied to

ing session, the election of Vice-presidents
took pdace, resulting In the ©lectton of Mrs.
\

Mrs. Price pointed out that Canada's first
need Is an economic policy that will make
farming profitable. "A contented, prosperous agricultural population," she said, "will
solve the Immigration problem quicker than
any other method which can be devised,"
and continued, "there are at hand ways of
maintaining and increasing population, the
neglect of which Is the depth of folly. The
child death rate in certain parts of
our
land is a national disgrace.
Montreal has
a death rate twice that of New York and
three times that of London. And what are
the causes?
Conditions which civic and
patriotic spirit could abate at a stroke.
Let us have a policy which will make for
human well being, the only truly national
policy for this vast land."

Co-operative

Marketing

The Immigration report was followed by
the report of the Committee on Marketing,
presented by Mrs. H. E. G. H. Scholefield,
convener.
Special stress was laid on the
importance of co-operation in solving the
marketing of farm by-products.
"Every
woman in every district," said Mrs. Scholefield, "must get down to brass tacks and
co-operate with her neighbor." The report
outlined the splendid progress made by the
Egg and Poultry Marketing Service and Its
method of handling poultry products. Mrs.
Scholefield made a strong appeal to
the
delegates to form a marketing committee In
and
their Locals
study the marketing ques"There are few of us." said
tion seriously.
Mrs. Scholefield in conclusion, "near enough
a central market to do individual selling and
by co-operation we can get our products to
the best markets and command the best
prices."

Discussion on Egg Pool
Following her report, Mrs. Scholefield Introduced a resolution recommending that the
organization proceed to form and put into
operation as soon as feasible, an egg and
poultry pool.
This resolution

was discussed

at length.

George Hoadley, Minister of Agriculture,
and R. G. Reid, who had visited the various
and
poultry marketing
co-operative egg
systems in Vancouver and the Western
States, were present and contributed to the
that
In
discussion.
It was pointed out
order to m.ake an egg and poultry pool successful some means would need to be found

whereby eggs could be put on the market
absolutely in prime condition, and that this
would be a grave difficulty, considering the
great distance to be covered and the fact
that most Alberta farmers could not afford
to provide the equipment which would ensure such a standard of perfection. Furthermore, to make it possible to operate a successful pool eggs would need to be of uni-

form

size

and

color,

which would necessitate

a standard breed of poultry for all particlAlberta egg producers
I>ants i,in the pool.
would need to compete with poultry men
who de^te their whole time to the question
and havle reduced the production and presw-vatloD^of

to

a sc»enc«.

The Convea-
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wera in favor of forming an egg pool if
were possible and were eager to worlc
toward this goal, and the resolution was

tion
It

fully
therefore adopted, although it was
would
effort
considerable
that
realized
necessarily be spent in education and organization before the pool could be realized.

The Premier Introduced
Following the addresses by Mr. Hoadley
and Mr. Reid, Premier Greenfield was introduced to the Convention and received hearty
and sustained applause. He paid a high
In the
tribute to the influence of women
home, in the organization, and in public
life.
"I believe, and have always believed,
and
in the equality of women with men,
of
consider that a woman's viewpoint is
direct advantage to the state," said Mr.
he
legislation,"
"There Is little
Greenfield.
continued, "which does not affect directly
the

home

people
of the
directly represented

life

and women
on govern-

should be
mental bodies and in governments."
At five o'clock the Convention adjourned
to assemble in meetings of the various constituencies for the election of directors.

Young People's Work

The Friday morning program was largely
devoted to the young people's work, addresses of greeting from other organizations
and consideration of resolutions.
Mrs. R. Clarke Fraser, convener of the
Committee on Young People's Work, gavo
an optimistic and inspiring address on the
progress made by the Junior Branch. The
speaker made an especially strong appeal
for support In the continuation of University

Week

for

Farm Young

People, describ-

which this
benefits
ing the outstanding
gathering gives to the young people themselves and to the Province at large.
Mrs. Fraser was followed by the Junior
and
President, Mr. Donald Cameron, Jr.,
Junior Vice-president, Miss Vera Carson,
talk
on
minute
ten
gave
a
each of whom
the ideals and aims of the Junior Branch.
Two resolutions adopted by the Annual
Business Meeting of the Junior U. F. A.
were endorsed by the U. F. W. A. Convention, requesting that each District Association In the Province appoint a committee
on Junior work for the purpose of stimulating interest and organizing new Locals and
requesting the U. F. A. to inaugurate ii
publicity campaign for the purpose of creating Interest in the Junior work.
At this stage. Miss Amy J. Roe, representing the Grain Growers' Guide, spoke
briefly to the Convention.
Mrs. Henrietta Muir Edwards, Vice-president of the National Council of Women,
brought greetings from that organization
and introduced the following resolution,
which was adopted by the Convention:
"Resolved, that the United Farm Women of
with the Provincial
co-operate
Alberta
Executive Committee of the National Council of Women of Canada with the object of
strengthening by such co-operation the efforts of the women of Alberta to further
protect the homes and women and children
of Alberta."
Inheritance Tax
The first resolution considered was one
stating in its premise that a widow is required to pay inheritance tax, while a widower Is not and urged that legislation be
enacted whereby a widow would not be required to pay inheritance tax. In the discussion which followed the introduction of
this resolution, it was pointed out that there
men and
between
discrimination
Is no
women In this regard—both widow and
widower being required at the present time
tax.
If the property
to pay inheritance
were in the name of the wife, the husband
would be required to pay inheritance tax,
and If the property were in the name of the
husband, the wife would be required to pay
Inheritance tax. The resolution was therefore defeated.
The next resolution re-affirmed the decision made by previous Conventions In regard to personal naturalization.
Two resolutions asking that municipal
councillors and school trustees be required
to read and write either French or English
reIn addition to qualifications at present
quired were adopted after the words "either
resolutions
These
deleted.
French or" were

were however, defeated when presented

to
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the U. F. A. Convention on the grounds that
they would be unjust to districts where
there were no English speaking citizens.
A resolution asking that the organization
take up the study of divorce laws with a
view to petitioning the Government to have
certain inequalities and Injustices removed
was superceded by a subsequent resolution
asking
the
Dominion Government
that
amend the Divorce law of Canada to conform with changes made In the English
divorce law, making the grounds for divorce
the same for women as for men.
A resolution asking that a uniform dress
for high school girls be made compulsory
was defeated.

was accomplished through the
motor drive

tion weather.

The Convention throughout was marked
by harmonious discussion, intelligent questions, a deep interest in the welfare of the
home life and public life of the Province.
0

Central Board of 1924
Holds First Session
Matter

the school year be shortened resulted In ?ts
defeat.
A resolution asking that more
rigid control in the granting of license*^ at
agricultural fair midways be exercised was
carried.

V. W. Smith, Minister of Telephones and
Railways, was the next to speak, and his
address was followed by animated diiscussion in regard to the rural telephone system.
The Social Service report, dealing with
various social service movements, was presented by Mrs. E. Hallum and unanimously
adopted.
Prof. A. E. Ottewell, Director of the Department of Extension, addressed the Convention briefly on
University
Week iOr
Farm Young People, and following his address a recommendation that this conference of farm young people be continued
from year to year as in the past was passed
by the Convention.
The address by F. S. Grisdale, Principal
of the Olds School of Agriculture, on
the
Culture of Small Fruits in Alberta, met
with the keenest interest of the delegates.
Mr. Grisdale covered his subject as thc.roughly as possible ccnsidering the short
time at his disposal, and the numevouj inqu;i;°.<? with regt^rd '.o the rai^saig of smal;
frviits T( Iced the Ccuvention's appreciation
of
the
importance of developing
this

phase of farm operations.
Miss Jfssie MacAl 'Ian, Director of the
Wom>3n's Extension Service, of the Oepartment of Agriculti'ie, c?ve a bri?i synopsis
of the work of her
department bihI expressed her desire tc assist any Local In
furnishing demonutrjtors
or
material In
preparing Local protrams.
International Women's Suffrage Conference
Mrs. B. L.
International

Stavert's description
of the
Women's Suffrage Conference
entranced the Convention and It
was a matter of deep regret that her address was somewhat abbreviated owing to
the pressure of other Convention business.
A resolution asking that doctor's fees In
maternity cases be limited to $20.00 with
mileage was referred to the Public Health
Committee. No action was taken in regard
inspection of
to a motion that^ medical
schools be made compulsory.
A resolution
asking that the
interpretation
of clause
"D" "be made so stringent that the Intention and desire of the great majority of the
voters be conformed to" was adopted.
A

Rome

for U. F. W.
members be reduced was not adopted.

Lease
Executive

Office
of

Left

In

CENTRAL BOARD COMMITTEES

of the afternoon session
delightful ceremony occurred when the new president on behalf of
the delegates
and officers presented to
Mrs. M. L. Sears, retiring president, a beautiful necklace in recognition of her faithful
service during her term of office and
in
token of the very sincere personal regard
of every member of the organization.
Consideration of a resolution asking that

recommendation that the fee

Central

of

Hands

Retiring President Honored

At the opening
on Friday a very

in

of a
Conven-

rigors

In traditional U. F. A.

A.
It

being pointed out that the whole question
of membership fees was under consideration and that after careful thought a recommendation in this regard would probably be brought in at the next Convention.
A resolution dealing with travelling dentists
as outlined in the report of the committee
on public health was drafted and adopted.
No action was taken in regard to a resolution asking for legislation to provide for
the recall. The business of the Convention
was concluded by the adoption of a resolution of confidence In the Provincial Government.
The reception at Government House was
a colorful experience, although attendance

Co-operative Marketing: S. S. Sears,
Mrs. Scholefield, S. Lunn and A. R.

Brown.
Education:
J.

P.

S.

J.

Ewing, Mrs. Gunn,

Watson.

Transportation:

H. E. G. H. ScholeW. F. Bredin, H. F. Spencer.
Marketing: C. Jensen, W. J.
Jackman, J. K. Sutherland.
Banking and Credit: Geo. Bevlngton,
field,

Grain

A. F. Altken, I. D. Taylor.
Central Office: H. E. G. H. Scholefield, Mrs. Gunn, S. S. Sears.
Livestock and Chilled Meat:
C.
G.
Roose, C. H. MacFarquhar, A. Rafn.
Newspaper: H. W. Wood, H. E. G. H.
Scholefield, W. N. Smith.

Following the Convention, a meeting of
the Central Board was held in the G. W.
V. A- Hall, Edmonton, on Saturday, January 19th, commencing at 10:30 a.m.
All
members of the U. P. A. Executive and
Board were present, and in the afternoon
and evening sessions the president and
vice-presidents of the U. F. W. A. were also
present.
Messrs. Jackman, Jensen and Lunn were
appointed a committee to draw up a budget
for 1924. They later recommended a budget,
which was considered by the Board.
President Wood and Mrs. Gunn, president
of the U. F. W. A., were appointed a Legislative Committee, with power to add to
their numbers.
Central Office Lease

Mr. Scholefield, who had been negotiating
with the rental agents for the lease of the
Central Offices, reported
that
they had
agreed to the Association retaining the offices on the present terms until after the
Convention, when It would be necessary to
renew the lease If it was desired to continue to occupy the offices. The Board decided to leave this matter In the hands of
the Executive, with a recommendation that
the present offices be retained.
A resolution dealing with the proposed
changes in the Municipal Hail Insurance Act,
which had been referred to the Board by
the Convention was read. Mr. Jackman was
requested to secure information as to the
proposed changes.
At a later session the
sections of the act containing the changes
suggested by the Hail Board were read,
and the changes were endorsed.
A resolution was passed expressing the
satisfaction of the Board with the way the
work of Central Office had been carried on
during the winter.
Votes of thanks were passed to the United
Grain Growers Limited for the services of
Mr. Wooding In connection with the registration of delegates, and to Mr. Wooding
personally.
Another vote of thanks was
passed to the Edmonton Great War Veterans' Association for their courteous treatment during the Convention.
It was decided that the per diem allowance for members of the Executive and
Board should be $6 per day, plus travelling
expenses; and that the President of the
U.F.W.A. should be allowed $7.50 per diem
and the Vice-presidents of the U.F.W.A. $6,
with travelling expenses.
It was decided that the U.F.A. should retain membership on the Committee of Commerce and Agriculture, and that President
Wood and two members of the Executive
Commltte» should represent the organization.

A

of the committees appointed by the
to deal with the Important questions

list

Board

before the Association

Is

given above.

»
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Many New

Mr. Petruk appeals to English speaking people in districts where there are
foreign born settlers to co-operate with
them, through the U. F. A.

Locals Being Organized
in All Parts of Alberta

Farmers

Who Have

Never Before Been Associated With the U. F. A. Join in
Considerable Numbers Old Locals Revived

—

Too mucA emphasis cannot be laid
upon the importance of examining carefully documents before signing them, as
once they are signed
to obtain release

Laing and John W. Laing.
Hamlin Cooper was the organizer of

officers Geo.

Locals are now being
organized in all parts of the Province,
Locals which were not
while old
functioning last year are being reBelow is given a list of new
vived.
Locals of which notification has been
received at Central Office during the
Farmers
past two or three weeks.
who have never been associated with
the U. F. A. are reported to be joining the organization today in considReports of the progerable numbers.
for membership
drive
the
ress of
on
carried
being
which is now
throughout the Province will be found
on the front page and on the organization page of the current issue.

Many new

Velva Local, in the Hardisty district. E
McShane and Lynn Bloom are the offi-

tered into. This is a matter that concerns not only foreign bom citizens, but
everybody.

cers.

Daisy Bank is the name of a new Local
Halkirk district. E. H. Taylor is

in the

president and Chas. G. Phillips secretary.
0

TALK ON DEHORNING CATTLE
At a recent meeting of Hutton Local,
the president of the Local gave a very
practical talk on the benefits of dehorning cattle as shown in the feed lot, in
shipping, and on the
market. At the

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
The

ward

Pole.

Crystal is the name of another new
Local in the Medicine Hat constituency.
It is near Youngstown, and has eleven
members. Allan Hunter and A. A. Eichards are the officers.
Willow Creek Local was recently organized in Macleod constituency, near
T. R. Evans is president,
Claresholm.
and C. A. O'Neil is secretary.
Arvilla Local has been formed, near

The
Pickardville, in West Edmonton.
are A. D. Kirk and S. C. S.
officers
Courtney. Meetings will be held in the
Arvilla Hall.
H. Biggs organized Grandcourt
Local, near Elnoi-a, in the Red Deer
constituency.
Thos. Williamson is the
president, and John H. Haug secretary.
White Lake Local, organized by C.
Blunden, is in the Macleod constituency,
officers
are D.
near Nobleford.
Its
Mulligan, A. J. Mifflin and S. Burns.
Bluffton Local, recently organized in
the Rimbey district, will hold meetings
Wm.
in the Bluffton Community Hall.
A. Adams was elected secretary, and C.
P. Pearson president.
A new Local near Mirror, organized
by Fred McDonald, is named "George".
C. R. Brewster and Geo. E. Peterson are
Geo.

the officers.
A. R. Brown recently organized Hazel
Bluff Local, near Westlock. B. W. Allen
and E. S. Renton are the officers.
Siebertville Local, near Carstairs, begins with fifteen members. E. F. Anderson, in charge of the organization meeting, was elected president,
and J. V.
Campbell secretary.
Lanfine Local, in Medicine Hat constituency, has been reorganized.
H. H.
McGaffin and S. J. McCaskey are president and secretary respectively.
Highland Local has been organized,
north of Vulcan, with nineteen members.
Donald Sinclair is president and A. C.
Bancroft secretary. This Local intends
to buy co-operatively such supplies as
coal, fence posts, lumber, etc.
Union Local, near Alliance, will meet
in the Union Community Hall. Robert
Birbeck is president and H. E. Johnson
secretary.
Rosewood Local, organized in the district north east of Galahad, elected as

U.F.W.A.

recently

a

should be "Widewater".
Local Conveners of Health and others interested
in the Public Health
Committee are
asked to note this change in Mrs.
Field's address.

next meeting E. A. Flanagan will speak
on the value of the U. F. A. organization

members.
By giving social meeungs, and
special invitations to non-members,

Secretary

letter to Locals, giving the
address of the Convener of Health as
Mrs. Jean Field, Kinuso. The address

issued

EDITORIAL

to individual

D. Schmidek, who organized Longfellow Local, was elected its first presiThis Local is near Dunmore, in
dent.
Medicine Hat constituency, and has nine
paid-up members. The secretary is Ed-

very difficult

it is

from engagements en-

(Continued from page 3)

by

this
the inter-

Local is endeavoring to spread
est taken in the movement.
A useful
innovation was the putting up
of a
blackboard in the meeting hall, where
any member could notify the others of
anything he had to sell or trade, etc.
o

NON-PARTY COMMITTEE TO LAY
ALL DOCUMENTS ON ASSEMBLY
TABLE
(Continued from page 9)

The opponents of oleomargarine have
a very good case. It is to be hoped that
they will not prejudice it in the eyes of
the public, and stultify the case against
tariff protection, by advocating the absolute form of protection ^prohibition of
importation.
believe that the public
and the dairy industry can be fully safe-

—

We

guarded

against

misrepresentation by

means of regulation, and that the public
and the press would support the industry
in any efforts which might be made in
this direction.

jected to having his taxes paid by the
man or woman who drinks.

CITY

MEMBERS

OBJECT TO BASIS
Practically all the city members objected to the supplementary revenue tax
as a basis for division of the liquor profits, if any.
It was argued that as the
cities are the smallest contributors
to
the supplementary tax and at the same
time would be the largest contributors to
the profits from liquor that the ratio of
return from same would not be fair, and
they suggested a per capita basis instead. Alex. Moore, Cochrane, suggested
that profits be pro rated back to the
municipalities which created them.
The clauses were ultimately allowed to
stand over. The new draft will be ready
about Wednesday. Evening sessions are
forecasted for next week.

Difficulties

Met With

By Farmers

of Foreign
Birth

Farmer Signed Document
Bank

at

Request of

An instance of the peculiar difficulties
confronting farmers of foreign birth is
related in a letter from John Petruk, of
Mundare, Alberta. After loading a carload of wheat, he turned over the shipping bills to the manager of a local bank
to whom he was
indebted.
He asked
that the wheat should not be sold at
once, but held for a higher price.
He
was asked by an interpreter in the bank
he does not speak English readily to
sign what he understood to be an order
to this effect; but was informed soon
after that his wheat had been .sold immediately, realizing much less tiian he
hoped to get for it.

—

—

*

*

*

At the present moment the press of
the United States, and certain imitators
in Canada, are carrying
sive campaign for
the

on an aggres-

reduction
of
classes of taxation which fall most heavily upon the owners of large fortunes,

while taxes which fall most heavily upon
the average citizen are left untouched.
"The Freeman", of New York, which
has always been an aggressive opponent
of plutocratic influence in the republic,
points out in a recent
editorial that,
thanks to the influence of these daily
newspapers, ^vihich, with few exceptions,
are devoting themselves to the "tax reduction" campaign, the great masses of
the people are being enlisted in support
of proposals which will
benefit,
not.
themselves, but the interests by which
they are exploited.
For instance, there is a very vig t jus
"drive" for a reduction of the income
tax, and the
small income tax payer,
who has nothing to gain by the success
of this campaign (which will leave him
under an increased burden of indirect
taxation, while he is deluded into the
belief that his taxes are being reduced),
is being enlisted in support of these
proposals.
As there have been some intimations that a similar campaign may be
launched in Canada, on the ground that

"Americans and American capital" will
not come to this country unless the
income tax is low, the comments of "The
Freeman" are of more than ordinary interest.
-

.

sl

fiaH

"The press, with a few honora.ble exceptions", says this periodical, "is conby the 'business interests', and
gives only one side of the tax problem
and its relation to the prosperity of all
the people. The farmers, however, have
methods of their own by which they are
kept informed on vital issues; and
while
trolle'l

—

THE

February 26th, 1924
they have shown little or no capacity for
dealing with the question of taxation,
they at least know that Wall Street, the
Clubs and 'eminen'.
bankers, Rotary
citizens' are not safe guides for legislation in the interests of agriculture."
*
*
*

common

even in intelligent circles, to imagine that our immense capital aggregations have been
built uip on the savings of the populaThe error need not be wondered
tion.
at, since it has been insidiously cultivated by the small group that controls
and by its
industry through finance,
agents in the popular press. It naturally suits the banker-financier to spread
the belief that capital development is the
"It is a

generally."—From "The New Economics", by Marten Cumberland and Raymond Harrison.
0

RYE AS HOG FEED
In order to obtain information on the value
of rye as a suitable hog food, experiments

were conducted recently by the animal husbandry branch of the College of Agriculture,
University of Alberta. The results of the
test, while not conclusive, pdnt to the following observations:
When fed alone rye is not relished by hogs,
with the result that gains are comparatively
slow. When fed as a single grain the grain
requirement for 100 pounds of gain is high.
When fed with oats in proportion of twothirds and one-half, rye makes a satisfactory
feed for hogs. Rye does not compare favorably with barley when these grains are fed
alone, but when mixed with oats in the
above proportions the difference is not great.
A mixture of equal parts of barley, rye and
oats proved a satisfactory and economical
ration.
^o

LETHBRIDGE CALF CLUB
Twenty-nine boys and girls have entered
the Lethbridge Calf Club, thirteen calves
being provided by the club, and the remainder furnished by the boys and girls
themselves.
o

A MESSAGE FROM

B.

C.

At the annual meeting of the North Okanagan district association of the United Farmers of British Columbia, a resolution was
unanimously passed asking the B. C. and
Federal Governments to take steps to provide facilities for handling the various commodities passing through the Canadian seaports on the Pacific coast, and expressing
"gratification that our fellow farmers on the
prairies are being financially benefited by
having a western market outlet for their

produce."
0

URGE CONSTRUCTION BRANCH LINES

A resolution passed by Mansfield Local
urgently requesting the construction of the
and Hanna-Warden
Big Vallijy-Loverna
branch lines, points out that the district is
suffering very severely from lack of transportation facilities, and that the disappointment resulting from the continued delay In
building these branches Is causing a great
the
of
Copies
exodus from the district.
resolution have been forwarded to Hon. W.
L. Mackenzie King, the Senate, and to E.
J.

are being made up which will necessitate
the members' being prepared to give short
talks.
A resolution passed in regard to the
practice of raking up Russian thistles preparatory to plowing or cultivating asked
that any farmer found guilty of so endangering the rest of the community to being
seeded with this pest should be fined $25.

Red Deer Delegates
Hold Dinner
One

Figures issued in connection with the
recent plebiscite on the liquor question show
that there were 275,339 persons entitled to
vote.
Of this number 169,310 went to the
polls, of these 101,564 being men and 68,764
being women.
0

ERADICATION OF

THI^LEP^^^

Plans have been made by

thellM^^^HM

to induce a large number of t!^^^^^^^^H
to take part in the meetings,

^^^^^^^H

Many

Interesting

Gatherings

Hotel on Thursday, January 17th, attended
by seventy delegates and visitors from the
Red Deer Federal Constituency.
R. O. German, as toastmaster, called for
a general discussion on ways and means of
increasing U. F. A. membership and of promoting U. F. A. ideals throughout the coming year.
Alfred Speakman, M.P., opened the discussion with a few well chosen remarks, emphasizing his appreciation of the splendid
U. F. A. spirit he had found in his travels
his
through
constituency.
Many other
speakers availed themselves oS the opportunity to voice their ideas regarding organ-

among

them

being Donald
Cameron Jr., president of the Junior Branch
The toastmaster expressed
of the U. F. A.
the opinion that it was a matter for congratulation that Red Deer could claim the
citizenship of such an outstanding young
man as the president of the Junior Branch.
L. M. Gaetz also spoke, and referred to the
years 1920 and 1921 when he was director
representing Red
on the Central
Board,
Deer, and humorou.sly hinted that the residents of the constituency as represented at
the dinner had not lost any of the faith in
the district nor were they less proud of accomplishments past and present.
It
was noticeable that each speaker
stressed the importance of the study of cooperative principles as applied to marketing.
Altogether it was a splendid opportunity
for the various delegates to get better acquainted and to realize thereby the close
relationship of thought prevailing throughAfter a two-hour
out the entire district.
reluctantly disconference the gathering
persed feeling that they had just experithe
that make life
of
things
enced one

work,

really

compared

The

total for 1923

Is

the highest

on record, the previous record being 530,709,700 bushels in 1920.
The average yield

Outstanding among the many pleasant
features which characterized the Convention
was a private dinner held in the Corona

ization

Oats yielded in 1923 the total of
bushels from 13,727,067 acres, as
with 491,239,000 bushels from
14,541,229 acres In 1922, and with 453,776,220
bushels from 15,416,527 acres, the five-year
average.

average.

During Convention Week

worth while.

Similar gatherings were held by the delegates from a number of other constituencies.

per acre is 39% bushels,
as against 33%
bushels in 1922 and 29% bushels the fiveyear average.
Grain Yields of Prairie Provinces
The total grain yields in the three Prairie
Provinces (Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and Alberta) are
finally
estimated as follows:
Wheat 452,260,000 bushels from 21,665,276
acres (375,194.000 bushels, 21,223,443 acres In
1922); oats 365,491,800 bushels from 8,372,081
acres (289,660,000 bushels, 8,564,212 acres In
1922); barley 59,778,200 bushels from 2,180,472 acres (53,612,000 bushels, 1,983,292 acres
in 1922); rye 20,842,000 bushels from 1,303,210 acres (29,429,000 bushels, 1,926,117 acres
in 1922).

Quality of Grain

Crops

The average weights In lb. per measured
bushel for all Canada are as follows, the
averages for 1922 and for the five years
1918-22 being given within brackets:
Fall

wheat

60.23 (59.91;
spring wheat
60.24);
58,55 (60.31; 58.94); all wheat 58.80 (60.24;
59.25); oats 35.55 (35.68; 34.81); barley 47.19
(47.66; 46.98); rye 54.61 (55.71; 55.38); peas
60.00
beans 59.09
(60.08;
59.90);
(59.39;
59.42); buckwheat 47.80 (47.80; 47.55); mixed
grains 44.19 (44.33;
flaxseed 54.63
44.36);
(55.04; 54.61); corn for husking 55.29 (55.45;
55.36).
The weights of wheat and rye are
below both those of 1922 and also of the

average; but other grains are about equal
to the average.
Values of Field Crops
The average prices per unit, as received
by farmers in 1923, are estimated from the
reports of crop correspondents for all Canada as follows, the corresponding prices for
1922 and for the five-year average 1918-22
are given within brackets: Per bushel: Fall
wheat 92 cents ($1.01; $1.63); spring wheat
all wheat 67
66 cents (84 cents;
$1.36);
cents (85 cents; $1.37); oats 33 cents (38;
56); barley 42 cents (46;79); rye 48 cents
beans
$2.47);
(58; 91); peas $1.72 ($1.84;
$2.66 ($2.85; $4.33); buckwheat 84 cents (84;
$1.24); mixed grains 59 cents (60; 95); flaxseed $1.75 ($1.72; $2.50); corn for husking 92
Per cwt. Potatoes $1.01
cents (83; $1.18).
(90 cents; $1.43); turnips, mangolds, etc. 59
Per ton: Hay and clover
cents (54; 79).
:

Wheat Crop

of

1923

Largest on Record
But Official Statistics for Canada Show
That Aggregate "Value" Is Much
Lower Than Five-year Average
Figures Worth Noting
The Dominion Bureau of Statistics issued
Ottawa on Jan. 25th, the final report on
the
the area, yield, quality and value of
for
the year 1923,
field crops of Canada
showing that the total yield of wheat in
Canada for the year 1923 is finally estimated
at

at 474,199,000 bushels from
671,864 acres, as compared

an area of

22,-

with 399,786,400

from 22,422,693 acres in 1922 and
with 269,233,910 bushels from 20,079,832 acres,
the annual average for the five years 1918-

bushels

total for 1923 consists of 19,315,000
bushels from 815,706 harvested acres of fall
wheat and of 454,884,000 bushels from 21,The
856,158 sown acres of spring wheat.
as
total wheat crop of 474,199,000 bushels
now finally estimated is the largest on
record for Canada, and compares with 399,786.400 bushels, last- year's record crop, and
22.

Garland, M.P.

of

and with 26 bushels, the record for 1915. For
fall wheat the average yield per acre in 1923
is 23% bushels against 2IV4, bushels In 1922
and 2214 bushels, the five-year average. For
spring wheat the average for 1923 is 20%
bushels, as compared with 17% bushels in
1922 and with 13
bushels,
the five-year
537,733,300

O

error,

work of generations of thrifty little
unites all those who
It
householders.
have saved a few hundreds or thousands
against the many millions of the comand enaibles the
pletely dispossessed,
real controllers of our destinies to milk
farmers,
indiscriminately middle-men,
consumers
investors and
proletariat,
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The

with 393,542,600 bushels, the previous record
The average yield per acre
crop of 1915.
for all wheat in 1923 Is 21 bushels, as comLpared with 17% bushels in 1922, and with
bushels, the five-year average (1918-22),

$10.97 ($13.46; $19.78); alfalfa $11.54 ($12.77;
$18.76); grain hay $3.47 ($12.88 1922); sugar
beets $6.48 ($7.88: $10.05).

The total values of field crops in 1923 are
the corresponding
follows,
estimated as
values for 1922 and for the five-year average 1918-22 being given within brackets:

Wheat $316,606,700 ($339,419,000: $369,822,400); oats $177,704,400 ($185,455,000; $252,084,020); barley $32,055,700 ($33,335,300; $52,223,964); rye $11,246,900 ($18,703,200; $15,231,350);
peas $4,987,400 ($5,818,200; $8,486,060); beans
$2,773,000 ($3,713,800; $7,457,280); buckwheat
mixed
$12,157,500);
($8,140,800;
$8,191,700
$27,628,004);
($16,500,700;
grains $17,654,800
flaxseed $12,517,900 ($8,638,900; $14,328,000);
corn for husking $12,466,000 ($11,509,700; $17,($50,320,000;
$57,076,800
potatoes
480,580);
$96,680,080); turnips, mangolds, etc. $22,650,100 ($23,886,000; $41,185,960); hay and clover
al$278,174,180);
($194,950,000;
$162,882,000
$11,231,480);
$11,872,000 ' ($10,295,000;
falfa
$24,605,000
grain hay $15,063,800; fodder corn
($29,197,600; $36,279,600); sugar beets $1,401,The aggregate
000 ($1,500,000; $2,594,340).
value of all field crops in 1923 is $891,755,200,
as compared with $962,293,200 in 1922, a decrease of $70, .538, 000, caused mainly by lower
prices applicable almost to every crop. The
hay and clover crop alone, however, ac$32,068,000, the
of
counts for a decrease
average price per ton having fallen from
$13.46

to

$10.97.

THE
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GO WITH THE TIMES
ECONOMIZE BY PURCHASING FROM

DAVID SPENCER LIP^ITED
Vancouver's Big Departmental Store
This catalogue, containing over

1000 Bargains
is

yours absolutely

FREE
you have not received your copy send us your name and address
and we will mail you one by return.

If

Write today and get your copy. It contains the very latest styles in
ready-to-wear, also all requirements for the home and farm.

We

guarantee perfect satisfaction, or money refunded.

David Spencer Limited
VANCOUVER

BRITISH COLUMBIA

"The Mail Order House of the West'

Alberta Mi)eat$ool
SIGN UP CAMPAIGN
Objective,

the half

must

100%.

way mark.

In five days, last fall, we almost reached
in the last two weeks of March we

Now,

finish the job.

TO SIGN UP THE OTHER 50%

IT^S
crop.

do

it

IS

A BIG JOB

EVERYBODY'S JOB

Manitoba and Saskatchewan are making determined efforts to be ready to pool their 1924
If you intend to sign,
It has become manifest that it is good business to join the Pool.
now! Plans for 1924 Pool operations will be guided by the percentage of wheat signed up.

The future of the Province depends on making

March 17th

is

the

WHEAT POOL

INVINCIBLE.

Be Ready!

the date.
Board of Trustees

ALBERTA CO-OPERATIVE WHEAT

CALGARY

-

-

PRODUCERS,

ALBERTA
^iii-

1ARKET EXAMINER AND AVENUE

PRCS'-"

the pec—
methoii'

kept
i

ill

LIMITED

